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Daylight 
Saving 
Time 
begins 
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Seeking 
sports stringers 


Do you have a passion 
for writing, photography 
and local sports? The Wa- 
bash Plain Dealer is now 
accepting applications for 
paid stringers for the up- 
coming spring sports sea- 
son. To apply, email your 
writing and photography 
clips, cover letter, resume 
and list of references to 
rburgess @wabashplain 
dealer.com. 


Notice to readers 

To reduce risks to our em- 
ployees and community, 
the Wabash Plain Dealer is 
closed to the public until 
further notice. Payments 
may be mailed to Wabash 
Plain Dealer, PO. Box 
309, Marion, IN 46952, 
or called in. For news, call 
260-225-4662 or email 
news @ wabashplaindealer. 
com. For advertising, call 
260-225-4947 or email 
vwilliams @h-ponline.com. 
For circulation and custom- 
er support, call 260-563- 
2131. The Wabash Plain 
Dealer is committed to pro- 
viding the best product to 
its customers and appreci- 
ates the support during this 
time. 

For more local news con- 
tent, please visit wabash- 
plaindealer.com where you 
will find all of the news that 
could not fit into today’s 
edition. Get your news fast- 
er by activating your online 
account which is included 
in your print subscription 
rates. Our stories appear 
online in an easy-to-read 
format as they are complet- 
ed. Thank you for your sup- 
port through this pandemic. 


‘Beethoven's 
Belated Birthday 
Bash’ concert set 
for Sunday 


Its third performance of 
the season, “Beethoven’s 
Belated Birthday Bash,’ is 
at 3 p.m. Sunday, March 14 
in Cordier Auditorium on 
the North Manchester cam- 
pus of Manchester Univer- 
sity. General admission is 
$15. It is free for Manches- 
ter students, faculty and 
staff, and anyone younger 
than 18. Masks and social 
distancing are required. 


Visit Wabash County 
plans annual St. 


Trolley’s Day Tour 


Visit Wabash County has 
announced tickets are on 
sale for the annual St. Trol- 
ley’s Day Tour set for Sat- 
urday, March 13. The St. 
Trolley’s Day Tour is $30 
per person, due at registra- 
tion, and is all-inclusive for 
those 21 and older. To regis- 
ter, visit www. VisitWabash 
County.com/trolley-tours, 
visit 221 S. Miami St. or 
call 260-563-7171. 


INDOT, city meeting 
seeks public input 
on proposed East 
Street bridge 

Indiana Department of 


Transportation (INDOT) 
along with the city will be 


See PULSE, page A6 
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City plans to open Honeywell Pool 


Emergency Parks meeting to be held 
Wednesday to decide on DAM(N)!MAN! 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


After being closed last 
year due to COVID-19 con- 
cerns, local swimmers of all 
ages can look forward to the 
opening of the Mark C. Hon- 
eywell Pool for the 2021 sea- 
son in just a few months. 

In May 2020, the board 
decided by a 4 to 2 vote to 
close the pool for the 2020 
season due to concerns over 


WCPL, city to split 


COVID-19. 

But, during Wednesday’s 
regular Wabash Park Board 
meeting, Parks superinten- 
dent Adam Hall said they 
were planning on moving 
forward as usual. 

Hall said he had attended a 
conference with around 150 
representatives from parks 
districts throughout the state. 
Hall said about half had 
opened, while others had to 
close early. Still others, like 


Stor 


Wabash, never opened at all. 

Hall said he had been in 
communication with the 
Wabash County Health 
Department, who said the 
COVID-19 infection rates 
had been trending positively 
enough they could open the 
pool this year. 

“There are several factors 
to keep in mind,” said Hall. 
“We are going to keep an 
eye on how things go, but if 
we do it right I think we can 
open this year.” 

Hall said the major chal- 
lenge at this was getting 
enough managers and life- 
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Parents and children celebrate during the opening of the StoryWalk in October 2019. 


Construction of $13,500 project expected to begin later this year 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


The paving of the Story- 
Walk at Paradise Springs 
Riverwalk Trail will be split 
between the city Parks De- 
partment and the Wabash 
Carnegie Public Library 
(WCPL). 

During their regular month- 
ly meeting Wednesday, the 
Wabash Parks Board ap- 
proved the motion unani- 
mously, with board member 
William Benysh abstaining. 

During last month’s meet- 
ing, Parks Department super- 
intendent Adam Hall said the 
WCPL board had brought it 
to his attention that they 
would like the StoryWalk to 


be paved. 

Hall said he had then spo- 
ken with Gaunt & Son As- 
phalt vice president Sam 
Knight about what they were 
looking for. 

Hall said Knight had re- 
turned with a quote for an 
8-foot-wide walkway that 
was $13,500 and involved 
320 feet of paving and the 
removal of a portion of the 
StoryWalk which is already 
there. 

The board then unanimous- 
ly approved the acceptance 
of the paving quote but put 
approval of the entire proj- 
ect on hold until the WCPL 
board could come back with 
an amount they were able to 
contribute. 


Hall said that the WCPL 
board may be open to paying 
for part of the paving costs, 
but that his department al- 
ready had $23,000 budgeted 
for the year specifically for 
paving. 

“We have the funds to take 
care of that,’ said Hall. 

During Wednesday’s meet- 
ing, Hall said he had since 
spoken with WCPL director 
Ware Wimberly, who said 
their board would be willing 
to pay for half the cost of the 
paving work. 

“The work looked really 
positive from their quote,” 
Hall. 

The StoryWalk, located on 
Huntington Street and first 
opened in October 2019, 
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guards to staff the facility. 

“Tm all for giving it a try 
this year,” said Hall. 

The discussion was prompt- 
ed by Visit Wabash County 
creative lead Katie Jones, 
who addressed the board 
during last month’s meeting 
about the upcoming extreme 
triathlon, DAM(N)!MAN!, 

Jones said like last year, 
DAM(N)!MAN! will take 
place on the same day as the 
Dam to Dam Wabash County 
Century Ride, which will be 
Sunday, Sept. 12. 

Jones said the extreme tri- 
athlon would include a 3.1- 


ing costs 


“provides an opportunity for 
people of all ages to com- 
bine physical activity with 
books and to help children’s 
interest in reading while en- 
couraging healthy activity 
for everyone,’ according to 
the WCPL. 

Hall said they would prob- 
ably begin construction later 
in the fall. 

Parks board member Eric 
Schoening said he hoped 
the paving would be as close 
to the existing signs which 
make up the StoryWalk as 
possible. 

“We shouldn’t have 
move signs,” said Hall. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain Dealer 
editor, may be reached by email at 
rburgess@wabashplaindealer.com. 


to 


mile swim, a 150-mile bike 
ride that goes with Dam to 
Dam and a 30-mile run after- 
ward. 

Jones said for the swimming 
portion, they were requesting 
to use the Honeywell Pool. 
She said the athletes would 
arrive at the home base loca- 
tion at InGuard at 4:30 a.m. 
and then trolley-shuttled to 
the pool for a 5a.m. start 
time. She said the swimmers 
would then have until 7 a.m. 
to shuttle back to InGuard. 

Jones said they have slots 


See CITY, page A7 


County now 
at lowest 


COVID-19 
advisory level 


5,877 first doses, 4,124 
second doses have been 
administered locally 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


On Friday, the Indiana 
State Department of Health 
(ISDH) reported the 77th 
COVID-19 death in Wabash 
County. 

But, despite this, the over- 
all local trends have contin- 
ued to improve. 

On Wednesday, the ISDH 
officially placed Wabash 
County’s advisory level at 
blue, the lowest level. 

This is a far cry from where 
things stood locally and 
statewide just a few months 
ago. In late November 2020, 
Wabash County’s rating was 
in the red, the highest level. 
Since then it has slipped, first 
to orange, the second-high- 
est, then yellow a now blue. 

Contributing to these fig- 
ures is the increased number 
of vaccinations both locally 
and across the state. 

Hoosiers age 50 and older, 
along with healthcare work- 
ers, long-term care residents 
and first responders who 
are regularly called to the 
scene of an emergency to 
render medical assistance, 
are now eligible to receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

As of Friday, 5,877 first 
doses of COVID-19 vac- 
cine have been administered 
in Wabash County, with 
40 of those administered 
Thursday. A total of 4,124 
second doses have been 


See VIRUS, page A6 


After 20 years of searching, WACT now has a home 


Paperwork signed to obtain the 


property at 1620 to 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


It took two decades, but the 
Wabash Area Community 
Theater (WACT) will finally 
have a place to call home. 

Earlier this month, the lo- 
cal nonprofit performing arts 
organization announced the 
acquisition of a facility, said 
WACT Board vice president 
and committee chairman 
Eric Seaman. 

Seaman said WACT Board 
president Bev Vanderpool 
signed paperwork Thursday, 
Feb. 25 to obtain the proper- 
ty at 1620 to 1640 S. Wabash 
St. 

Seaman this building will 
serve as a central location for 
the organization to not only 
store its assets but to have a 
creative space as well. 

“While WACT’s search for 
an official location went on 
for decades, the initiative 
ramped up about a year ago, 


1640 S. Wabash St. 


as the organization’s assets, 
including props, costumes, 
set lumber and paint, have 
been scattered around the 
county at various locations,” 
said Seaman. 

Seaman said the WACT’s 
12-member Board of Di- 
rectors created a Building 
Committee to oversee the 
initiative. 

Seaman said 13 months 
later, “WACT’s dream has 
finally come to fruition.” 

“I can’t put into words 
what this truly means for 
WACT,” said Vanderpool. 
“This acquisition sets us up 
for so much success and se- 
curity. After taking tours of 
several facilities and serious- 
ly considering a few, WACT 
has finally found our home 
and it’s perfect for us. We’re 
also happy to share that 
we kept all of the aspects of 
this acquisition, from real- 
ty and title work to financ- 
ing and closing, with local 


businesses.” 
WACT annually produces 
at least three or four shows 


in Wabash, including a fall | 
straight-play | 


musical, a 
spring comedy and Christ- 


mas programming, as well | =~ 


as variety programming and 
“dinnertainment” opportuni- 
ties. 


Over Valentine’s Day 
weekend, Wabash Area 
Community Theater 


(WACT) returned to the 
stage with their production 
of “Love Letters” after sev- 
eral months of absence. And, 
now the group is set to return 
with their spring comedy. 
Performances of “Play 
On!” by Rick Abbot and 
directed by Brett Robinson 
have been scheduled for the 
weekend of Friday, April 
30 through Sunday, May 2 
at Southwood Jr.-Sr. High 
School, 564 Indiana 124. 
“Love Letters” was Rob- 
inson’s directorial debut af- 
ter having been featured in 
several recent WACT pro- 
ductions as an actor, includ- 
ing Felix Unger in the 2019 


spring production of “The 
Odd Couple,” the King in 
the fall 2018 musical “Once 
Upon a Mattress” and more. 

Seaman said the newly-ac- 


Provided photo 
WACT Board president Bev Vanderpool, center, is joined by WACT 
Board member Beth Miller, left, and Crossroads Bank vice president 
of agricultural and commercial lending Rod Morrison, right, as Van- 
derpool signs paperwork to close on WACT’s new property in Wabash. 


quired South Wabash Street 
property is located near 
Nancy J’s Fabrics, B-K Root 


See WACT, page A7 
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Before the next time you 
speak, you better read this 


A: a pastor, I have to 
watch myself. 

Well, that’s true for a 
myriad of reasons, but 
when it comes to our 
attitude when speaking to 
others this applies to you, 
too. 

As those who spend a lot 
of time preparing what we 
are going 
to say to 
people, it is 
inevitable 
that certain 
individuals 
come to 
mind and 
become 
“targets” for 
a particular 
message. 
Ever find yourself getting 
worked up, wanting to 
tell somebody how they 
are wrong, why they are 
wrong, how our problems 
— mine, theirs, the coun- 
try’s and the cosmos’ — are 
their fault? I think that half 
of the counseling deals 
with this particular human 
foible: our need to be right. 
Do you also find this atti- 
tude then gets projected on 
whole categories of people, 
and when we think of a 
person we start thinking 
of them as one of “them,” 
how wrong they are be- 
cause, of course, we know 
that we are right? This is 
serious stuff, the substance 
of which has poisoned our 
public discourse resulted 
in not only the dissolution 
of marriage and family 
relationships but is threat- 
ening academic freedom 
and challenging our rights 
under the first amendment 
of the constitution — our 
desperate need to be right. 

The Apostle John, in 
his inimitably simple and 
loving way, gives us a vig- 
orous kick in the backside. 
He was known as one of 
the “sons of thunder,” after 
all. “Dear children, do not 
let anyone lead you astray. 
He who does what is right 


Rev. Todd 
Render 


LASALLE St. Securities, L.L.C, 


is righteous, just as He 
is righteous.” (1John 3:7 
NIV) 

Much of the heresy that 
John was combating in 
his day was about people 
who thought they had 
secret knowledge — secret 
knowledge of God, of the 
universe, of who Jesus was 
and what He was about, 
of a person’s true identity. 
These were people who 
thought they were righ- 
teous because of what they 
thought they knew. How is 
that like the church today? 
Also, how is that like ev- 
eryone espousing identity 
politics on all sides of the 
political spectrum? 

John did not address them 
telling them how important 
it was to “be right.” Did 
you pick that up? Being 
right is not about what you 
know, it is about what you 
and I do. It means “doing 
right.” 

One theology professor 
talks about doing right in 
three categories. First, we 
need to do right by others. 
Jesus blasted the legalis- 
tic religious folks of his 
day for concentrating on 
details of what they wore 
and keeping themselves 
clean and being exact about 
religious obligations, but 
neglecting justice, com- 
passion and faithfulness 
(Matthew 23:23). If we are 
not exercising the sacrificial 
love of God towards oth- 
ers, then we are probably 
driving people away and 
damning ourselves in the 
process. Second, we must 
do right with ourselves. 
What does that mean? Ac- 
cording to God that means 
killing pride, confessing 
our sinfulness, forgiving 
others as we have been 
forgiven, acknowledging 
that whatever good I have 
in this life is a gift of God 
by grace, even the ability to 
enjoy those things we need 
to live, that God has kept 
me around so that I might 
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grow to be more like Jesus 
every day and do His work 
to build up His church and 
His kingdom. Third, we 
need to do right with God. 
Do not be the guy about 
whom Jesus says “I never 
knew you,” diminishing or 
denying God. If I say I am 
a Christ-follower and still 
gossip or lie when I will 
not do what the Bible says, 
because it makes me un- 
comfortable, or it does not 
make sense to me, if we are 
embarrassed or ashamed 
of Jesus, trying to justify 
ourselves that He did not 
mean what He said, or the 
words of God recorded 
in the Bible do not apply 
to us — then that is a sign 
we might not know Jesus. 
However, it gets even more 
difficult. I find the older I 
get, the more I learn, the 
more I know that I might be 
mistaken. What I thought I 
knew to be right, may not 
have been correct after all. 
In a time when a host of 
factors drive us to become 
more and more isolated, 
distrustful or afraid of 
our neighbors, where we 
communicate by posting 
signs in the yard and on 
social media to get “likes” 
from people with whom we 
already agree, can we per- 
haps pause and ask: what is 
it that my family, my neigh- 
bor, my country needs right 
now? How can we initiate a 
real conversation? What is 
the right thing to do in this 
situation? So help us God. 
Rev. Todd Render is pastor of 
the Alliance Church in Wabash 
and a retired medical device 
engineer. He and his wife, Lori, 
relocated from Fort Wayne in 
2016 and have three grown 
children. Todd has an MS in 
mechanical engineering from 
Purdue University and a MA in 
ministry from Grace Theological 
Seminary. To start a conversation 
or make a comment, go to our 
website at www.wabashalliance 
church.com. We’d love to hear 
from you. 
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e No automated phone hassle! 
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5-Day Weather Summary 


Saturday 
Partly Cloudy 
54/35 


Today's sunset... 6:48 p.m. 
Tomorrow's sunrise............ 7:55 a.m. 


@ d 


New First 


3/13 3/21 3/28 


Sunday 
Few Showers 
50/36 


Few Showers 
49/42 


Tuesday 


Few Showers 
59/38 


Wednesday 
Mostly Cloudy 
55/34 


Detailed Local Outlook 


Today we will see partly cloudy skies, high of 55°, 
humidity of 37%. Northeast wind 7 mph. Expect mostly 


cloudy skies tonight, overnight low of 35°. Northeast 
wind 6 mph. The wind chill for tonight could reach 31°. 
Sunday, skies will be cloudy with a 40% chance of 
showers, high of 50°, humidity of 58%. 


The old hymns and new 
anthems of the COVID year 


t’s a hymn that the faithful 

start singing whenever 
a Baptist church organist 
plays the opening chords — 
because everyone knows it 
by heart. 

All together now: “When 
peace like a river attendeth 


my way, 
Terry when sor- 

, rows like sea 
Mattingly billows roll; 


whatever my 
lot, Thou 
hast taught 
me to say, It 
is well, it is 
well, with 
my soul.” 

Chicago 
attorney Horatio Spafford 
wrote those words after 
losing his son to scarlet fever 
and then, a few years later, 
all four of his daughters 
in an 1873 shipwreck. His 
wife, Anna, survived, and 
her telegram home from En- 
gland began: “Saved alone. 
What shall I do?” 

No one should be sur- 
prised that worship leaders 
frequently turned to “It Is 
Well With My Soul” as their 
people wrestled with the 
coronavirus pandemic, said 
the Rev. Roger O’ Neel, who 
teaches in the worship and 
music program at Cedarville 
University in Ohio. 

“People were feeling their 
way in 2020,” he said. “It 
wasn’t just the pandemic 
and people being locked 
down, worshipping in (on- 
line) streamed services. We 
were also facing all the bitter 
political conflicts in our na- 
tion and the racial divisions 
that we were experiencing. 
... People were trying to find 
hymns that would speak to 
all of that, to the pain that 
everyone felt last year.” 

Faithlife, a Bellingham, 
Washington, company that 
publishes online worship 
and Bible study tools, 


recently released a report 
covering 2020 trends spotted 
in its Proclaim software. 

“Tt Is Well With My Soul” 
topped the hymns list, with 
usage increasing 68 percent 
after the pandemic hit. 

The classic hymn “Great 
Is Thy Faithfulness” came 
next, with a 64 percent 
increase. It begins: “Great is 
Thy faithfulness, O God my 
Father; there is no shad- 
ow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not; Thy 
compassions, they fail not. 
As Thou hast been, Thou 
forever wilt be. Great is Thy 
faithfulness! ... Morning by 
morning, new mercies I see; 
all I have needed, Thy hand 
hath provided — great is Thy 
faithfulness, Lord, unto me.” 

In contemporary music, 
the unofficial pandemic an- 
them was “Way Maker,’ by 
Osinachi Kalu Okoro Egbu 
of Nigeria, a Pentecostal 
songwriter known as Sinach 
in America. This hit topped 
charts in Christian radio and 
was No. | in the Faithlife 
“worship songs” list, along 
with the year’s rankings with 
Christian Copyright Licens- 
ing International. Christian- 
ity Today noted that “Way 
Maker” was sung by many 
marchers calling for racial 
justice. 

It’s easy, agreed O’ Neel, to 
see how these lyrics spoke to 
millions in 2020: “You wipe 
away all tears, you mend 
the broken heart. You are 
the answer to it all, Jesus. ... 
Way maker, miracle worker, 
promise keeper, Light in the 
darkness — my God, that is 
who you are.” 

For centuries, hymn 
writers and pastors have 
wrestled with sobering 
questions linked to the 
theological term “‘theodicy.” 
The American Heritage 
Dictionary defines theodicy 
as a “vindication of God’s 


goodness and justice in the 
face of the existence of evil.” 

There was no way to avoid 
dealing with that in 2020. 

“I don’t want to debate the 
theological intricacies as to 
whether God is allowing the 
virus or caused the virus, 
but I do know that He is in 
control,” wrote O’ Neel in an 
online essay for clergy and 
students, posted early in the 
pandemic. “I don’t want to 
presume to know what He is 
doing in allowing this in our 
lives and in the lives of peo- 
ple all around the world. ... 

“Perhaps God is making 
us lay down for some rest or 
spiritual renewal,” he contin- 
ued. “If so, embrace the rest. 
Don’t spend too much time 
thinking about what you are 
missing, worrying about the 
virus or economy. ... Maybe 
your Shepherd is making 
you lie down.” 

Now, many worship 
leaders are contemplating 
what they have learned after 
months away from sanctuar- 
ies packed with worshippers 
belting out Christian-rock 
anthems, hands raised high 
in the air. 

“We’ve joked that some 
people had to learn how 
to do church without their 
smoke machines,” said 
O’Neel, referring to the 
clouds of mist that make 
lighting more dramatic in 
some modern sanctuaries. 
“We want to get back to 
normal, but what is ‘nor- 
mal’? One guitar or one 
piano? When will we have 
a full band? When will we 
reach the stage where choirs 
return? 

“We all had to pause this 
year and ask questions about 
how we worship.” 

Terry Mattingly leads GetReligion 
.org and lives in Oak Ridge, Ten- 
nessee. He is a senior fellow at the 
Overby Center at the University of 
Mississippi. 


Manchester offers remote learning 
pathway for pharmacy students 


By ANNE GREGORY 


Manchester University has 
created a remote learning 
pathway for all pharmacy 
students for the fall 2021 se- 
mester. 

Students have the option of 
taking all classes remotely. 

This action is in response 
to the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, and this remote learning 
pathway could continue into 
the spring 2022 semester. 

Current and prospective 
students are encouraged to 


contact pharmacy @ man- 
chester.edu for more infor- 
mation. 


Manchester also waived 
pharmacy deposits for the 


99 W. Canal St., Wabash, Ind. 46992 


Circulation 


E Customer Service 
260-563-2131 


Telephone Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


E Delivery: Your newspaper is 
delivered by the USPS and will 


A Wabash 


r Plain Dealer 


= VOL. 163 NO. 20 


by calling Subscriber Services at 
260-563-2131. 


POSTMASTER: Send address 
change to Wabash Plain Dealer, 99 
W. Canal St., Wabash, IN 46992. 


E There will be a $10 early ter- 
mination fee to cancel an existing 
subscription prior to expiration 


Provided photo 


Manchester University has created a remote learning pathway 
for all pharmacy students for the fall 2021 semester. 
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Obituaries 


Clara Lou Martin 
Jan. 24, 1936 - March 11, 2021 


Clara Lou Martin, 85, of 
Wabash, Indiana, died at 
6:06 a.m., Thursday, March 
11, 2021 at her home. She 
was born Jan. 24, 1936 in Wa- 
bash County, Indiana, to Bur- 
via Haskel and Lona (Nelson) 
Lawson. 

Clara was a 1954 Somerset 
High School graduate and 
attended Marion Beauty Col- 
lege. She married Charles 
Max Martin at the Somerset 
United Methodist Church on 
March 17, 1957. Clara Lou 
was a hairdresser 36 years and 
worked in Human Resources 
at the Wabash County Hos- 
pital, retiring in 2001 after 
20 years. She was a member 
of the First United Method- 
ist Church in Wabash, and 
a longtime member of the 
Woodlawn United Method- 
ist Church, in Somerset. She 
was also a member and past 
Worthy Matron of the Lafon- 
taine Chapter of the Order of 
the Eastern Star, the Woman’s 
Clubhouse Association, Red 
Hat Society, and the Wabash 
Garden Club. 

She is survived by her hus- 
band, Charles Max Martin of 
Wabash; three children, Ron- 
ald E. (Mari) Martin of Con- 
verse, Indiana, Rhonda Martin 
and Deanna (Rod) Grey, both 
of Phoenix, Arizona; four 
grandchildren, Scott Martin of 
Wabash, Lori (Scott) Turner of 
Indianapolis, Indiana, Dereck 
Grey of Scottsdale, Arizona, 
and Danielle Grey of Phoenix, 
Arizona, two great-grand- 


sons, Logan Noble Turner and 
Landon Charles Turner, both 
of Indianapolis. She was pre- 
ceded in death by her parents, 
brother, Burvia “Sonny” Law- 
son, and two sisters, Norma 
Jean Larimore and Geraldine 
Jones. 

Family will receive friends 
from 2 — Sp.m. Sunday, 
March 14, 2021 at Grand- 
staff-Hentgen Funeral Ser- 
vice, 1241 Manchester Ave. 
Wabash. Funeral services will 
be 10:30 a.m., Monday, at 
the funeral home, with Pastor 
John Cook officiating. Burial 
will be in Mississinewa Cem- 
etery, Somerset. The family 
requests facial coverings be 
worn. 

Preferred memorials are 
the First United Methodist 
Church or Parkview Wabash 
Hospital. 

The memorial guest book 
for Clara Lou may be signed 
at www.grandstaff-hentgen. 
com. 


Karen Kay Middleton 


Karen Kay Mid- 
dleton, 80, of Som- 
erset, Indiana, died 
at 8am., Tuesday, 
March 9, 2021 at her 
home. She was born 
Sept. 20, 1940 in 
Marion, Indiana, to James 
Curtis and N. Maxine (Pace) 
Hopkins. 

Karen was a 1958 gradu- 
ate of Wabash High School, 
and a 1961 graduate of the 
Lutheran School of Nurs- 
ing. She married Howard 
Robert Middleton in Wabash 
on June 29, 1963; he died 
June 29, 2015. Karen was a 
registered nurse at Wabash 
County Hospital and Mill- 
ers Merry Manor, retiring 
in 2001. She was a member 
of the Wabash Presbyterian 
Church. Karen enjoyed vol- 
unteering her time serving 
others. She also enjoyed 
flower gardening, yard work, 
traveling, and spending time 
with her friends and family. 

She is survived by two chil- 
dren, Jennifer (Steve) Unger 


Sept. 20, 1940 - 


March 9, 2021 


of Wabash, and Andy 
(Leslie) Middleton of 
Indianapolis, Indiana; 
four grandchildren, 
Calvin Unger and 
Kayla (Dan) Cope- 
land, both of Wabash, 
Margaret Middleton and 
Jake Middleton, both of In- 
dianapolis; great grandson, 
Blake Daniel Copeland of 
Wabash; sister, Rita Mill- 
er of Wabash; and two half 
brothers, Gerald Hopkins of 
Wabash, and Gene Hopkins 
of Nashville, Tennessee. She 
was also preceded in death 
by her parents. 

There will be a memo- 
rial service at a later date. 
Arrangements by Grand- 
staff-Hentgen Funeral Ser- 
vice, Wabash. 

Preferred memorial is 
MGH Cancer Center, 441 
N Wabash Ave, Marion, IN 
46952. 

The memorial guest book 
for Karen may be signed at 
www.grandstaff-hentgen. 
com. 


Robert ‘Bob’ Alan Simons 
Dec. 29, 1948 - March 10, 2021 


Robert “Bob” Alan Si- 
mons, 72, of rural Akron, In- 
diana passed away on March 
10, 2021, 

Bob was born on Dec. 29, 
1948 in Wabash, Indiana 
to Charles Robert and Lois 
(Highley) Simons. 

Following Bob’s wishes no 
services will be held at this 
time. 

The arrangements for Mr. 


Simons have been entrusted 
to Hartzler Funeral Home 
305 West Rochester Street 
Akron, Indiana. 

In lieu of flowers, dona- 
tions can be made in Bob’s 
memory to the Tunnels to 
Towers Foundation 2361 
Hylan Blvd, Staten Island, 
NY 10306 or the American 
Cancer Society at www. 
cancer.org. 


Bernice Frank 


Funeral services were held 
for Bernice Frank at 10 a.m. 
on Monday, March 8, 2021 at 
McDonald Funeral Homes, 
LaFontaine Chapel, 104 
South Main Street, LaFon- 
taine, Indiana 46940. Pastor 
Ted Batson was the officiant, 
and the musician was Phyllis 
Price. Family shared many 
sweet memories and funny 
anecdotes of Bernice. 

Burial followed at the La- 


Fontaine IOOF Cemetery. 
The pallbearers were her 
twelve grandchildren: Abby 
Rhoads, Brad Frank, Gary 
Kelley, Greg Kelley, Gina 
Baker, Gabe Kelley, Grant 
Kelley, Travis Herendeen, 
Angel Waters, Troy Heren- 
deen, Shelly Mulligan and 
Dustin Keen 

Online condolences may 
be sent to the family at www. 
mcedonaldfunerals.com. 
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Virtual and in-person church services 


STAFF REPORT 


Asbury Country Church 


On Sunday, March 14 at 
Asbury Country Church, 
Sunday School is at 
9:30 a.m. and the worship 
service is at 10:30 a.m. The 
worship leader and music 
leader will be Amy Bullick, 
and the piano will be by 
Kathy Staggs. The morn- 
ing message will be, “Only 
By Prayer,’ by Pastor Mike 
Bullick. 


Bachelor Creek 
Church of Christ 


Online services are avail- 
able by visiting www. 
bachelorcreek.com. 


Catholic Church 
Province of Indianapolis 


to Jennifer 
Simerman, secretary for 
communications for Dio- 
cese of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend, the following state- 
ment has been issued by 
the Catholic bishops of the 
Province of Indianapolis, 
which is comprised of the 
Archdiocese of Indianapo- 
lis and the dioceses of Gary, 
Lafayette, Fort Wayne- 
South Bend and Evansville: 
“While commending our 
pastors and pastoral life co- 
ordinators who have gone 
to great lengths to assure 
safe worship spaces in our 
churches, given the contin- 
ued increase of COVID-19 
cases in our state, the Indi- 
ana bishops hereby extend 
the dispensation from the 
obligation to attend Mass 
on Sundays and Holy Days 
of obligation beyond Sun- 
day, Nov. 1 until further 
notice. The Indiana bishops 
will continue to monitor 
the situation to determine 
when it might be advisable 
to modify or lift the dispen- 
sation.” Specific liturgical 
directives and recommen- 
dations, as well as remote 
Mass participation and re- 
source options, are avail- 
able on the diocesan web- 
site at www.diocesefwsb. 
org/covid-19. 


Christ United 
Methodist Church 


On Sunday, March 14, the 
worship service at Christ 
United Methodist Church, 
477 N. Wabash St., is at 
10 am. Pastor Tom Rich- 
ards’ scripture reading 
will be Matthew 6:19-24 
with a sermon reflection 
titled, “What Are You In- 
vesting?” Worship service 
will also be live-streamed 
on our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/Christ 
UMCWabash/. 


According 


Christian 
Heritage Church 


Streaming services online 
and broadcast on 95.9 FM. 


College Corner 
Brethren Church 


College Corner Breth- 
ren Church is now hold- 
ing in-person services at 
10:15 a.m. Sundays at 8996 
S. 500 West, with Pastor 
Solomon David. The ser- 
mons are still on YouTube 
and Facebook. 


Common Ground 
Prayer House 


The Common Ground 
Prayer House will be open 
to the public from 8 to 
10 a.m. Mondays, except 
holidays, at 78 W. Hill St. 


COVID-19 precautions 
will be taken in the form 
of masks being worn by 
prayer house representa- 
tives and social distancing. 
For more information, call 
Jennifer Mahan at 260-571- 
8063, Shirley Neale at 260- 
591-0047 or Debbie Sweet 
at 260-571-6072. 


Dora Christian Church 


At the Sunday, March 
14 services at the Dora 
Christian Church in Lagro, 
the minister will be Mark 
Wisniewski, the song lead- 
er will be Olman Sanchez, 
the pianist will be Sherry 
Brock and the organist will 
be Kristy Good. We are still 
having two in-person morn- 
ings Sunday services at 
8:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., 
with Sunday School class- 
es for all ages from 9:30 to 
10:15 a.m. Preacher Mark 
Wisniewski’s message for 
this Sunday will be, “What 
Will You Do with the Word” 
from Jeremiah Chapter 36. 
The Communion Table will 
be served by John Troyer 
and Bill Miller. There will 
be a Children’s Church pro- 
vided for the 10:30 a.m. 
service, to be taught by 
Brooke Swope and Holli 
Good. If you can’t make it 
to the live services, Preach- 
er Mark Wisniewski’s ser- 
mon will be posted on the 
Dora Christian Church 
Facebook group Sunday 
morning for all to see. 


LaFontaine Christian 
Church 


The LaFontaine Christian 
Church pre-records the ser- 
mon which is then available 
for all to view at www.la- 
fontainechristian.com un- 
der the sermons tab, stated 
Pastor Brad Wright. 


LaFontaine United 
Methodist Church 


Pastor Susan Shambaugh 
says that her LaFontaine 
United Methodist Church 
is live-streaming on their 
Facebook page, https:// 
www.facebook.com/ 
LaFontaine-United 
-Methodist-Church and that 
it may be accessed as a vid- 
eo afterward. 


Lincolnville United 
Methodist Church 


Lincolnville United Meth- 
odist, 5848 E. 500 South, 
is going back to one wor- 
ship service. The worship 
service is at 10 a.m., and 
Sunday school is at 9 a.m. 
There will be an Easter egg 
hunt at 10am. Sunday, 
March 27 at the church. 


Living Faith 
Lutheran Church 


Welcome to our in-per- 
son worship service at 
10:10 a.m. Sundays at Liv- 
ing Faith Lutheran Church, 
242 S. Huntington St. Bible 
study and Sunday school 
are at 9 a.m. for all ages. 
The sanctuary is arranged 
for social distancing. Masks 
are encouraged and avail- 
able. Online services are 
at 10:10 a.m., with pre-ser- 
vice music at 10 a.m. For 
virtual services and more 
information, visit www. 
livingfaithwabash.org. 


Manchester Church of 
the Brethren 


Pastor Kurt Borgmann 
from the Manchester 
Church of the Brethren 
stated they will hold a live- 
stream service at 9:30 a.m. 


every Sunday by visiting 
www.manchestercob.net. 
Scroll to the bottom of the 
home page and click on 
the black button that says, 
“Manchester CoB YouTube 
Channel.” After the service 
is finished, one may access 
a video copy of the live- 
stream in the same way. 
Another way to access the 
live-stream or posted vid- 
eo: go to YouTube, search 
“Manchester Church of the 
Brethren,” and click on the 
circle profile. 


North Manchester 
Congregational 
Christian Church 


Pastor Sebrena Cline stat- 
ed live streaming begins 
on their Facebook page at 
10 a.m. Sundays for the 
North Manchester Congre- 
gational Christian Church, 
and lasts 30 to 40 minutes. 


North Manchester 
Missionary Church 


The North Manches- 
ter Missionary Church is 
streaming live on_ their 
Facebook page at 10 a.m. 
Sunday. The video is then 
placed on their webpage, 
which can be viewed by 
visiting NMMC1.com. 


Olive Branch 
Church of God 


The Olive Branch Church 
of God live-streams Sun- 
day mornings at 10a.m. 
Find it through Face- 
book, by searching Olive 
Branch Church, or by vis- 
iting Wwww.facebook.com/ 
myolivebranchchurch or 
through the church website 
www.olivebranch.church. 
Click “Live Streaming” at 
the top, then click the series 
icon (lion head). 


Richvalley United 
Methodist Church 


Worship at  Richvalley 
United Methodist Church 
begins at 9:30 a.m. Sundays 
at 290 N. Jefferson St. At 
this time we are not having 
Sunday School. On Sunday, 
March 14, Pastor Jack Suits 
will speak on Ephesians 
5:15-24, “Relationships — 
Part 22’ On Sunday, March 
21, Pastor Jack Suits will 
speak on Ephesians 5:21- 
6:4, “Relationships — Part 
3.” For more information, 
call 260-563-1033 or email 
rvumc @ hotmail.com. 


Roann United 
Methodist Church 


Pastor Wayne Balmer will 
have service in person at 
the church along with be- 
ing online at 9a.m. Sun- 
day, March 14. The sermon 
will be taken from Romans 
10:8-9 titled, “Confess.” 
This will be Noisy Bucket 
Sunday for Children’s Mis- 
sions. 


Southside 
Free Will Baptist 


Streaming on their Face- 
book page. 


Sweetwater 
Assembly of God 


Streaming services online 
using the normal service 
schedule. 


Urbana Yoke Parish 
Rev. Larry Wade of the 
Urbana Yoke Parish stated 
that his congregation posts 
Sunday services to www. 
urbanayokeparish.com. 
Go to the menu line at the 


top of the page and select 
“Worship Videos.” The 
most recent one will appear 
first. Sunday services are 
posted by noon every Tues- 
day. 


Wabash Church 
of the Brethren 


At the Wabash Church 
of the Brethren, Pastor 
Doug Veal is holding a 
Zoom meeting each Sun- 
day for worship. The meet- 
ing is open at 10:15 a.m. 
so that everyone can be 
connected by 10:30 a.m. 
Join this church service 
by visiting https://zoom. 
us/j/393263884 or by call- 
ing 312-626-6799 and enter 
meeting ID No. 393 263 
884. 


Wabash Christian 
Church (Disciples 
of Christ) 


Welcome to Wabash 
Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ), 110 West Hill 
St. In-person worship is at 
9:30 a.m. Sunday mornings 
in the sanctuary or via live- 
stream for the church at 
home on the Wabash Chris- 
tian YouTube Channel. Ac- 
cess is also available on our 
Facebook page and website 
wabashchristian.org. Ste- 
phen Eberhard is the Guest 
Preacher. 


Wabash Church of 
the Nazarene 


Pastor Kirk Johnson, 
of the Wabash Church of 
the Nazarene, stated their 
service is available on 
YouTube on Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. Find it by go- 
ing to YouTube and search 
for “Wabash Nazarene” or 
search Facebook for the 
Wabash Church of the Naz- 
arene. Another option is to 
visit www.wabashnaz.com, 
look for the home page, and 
find “Latest Sermon.” 


Wabash First 
Church of God 


At the 10:30 a.m. Sunday, 
March 14 worship service, 
Pastor Robb Rensberger 
will speak on “The Most 
Wicked of All Words.” The 
sermon may also be seen 
on YouTube under Wabash 
lst Church and heard at 
ll a.m. Sunday on 105.9 
FM. While in the church 
building, masks are option- 
al but we do practice social 
distancing. Sunday servants 
are Todd Ealtzroth, chair- 
person; Sherry Whitt, wor- 
ship; Rose Sands, piano; 
and Nancy Kolb, organ. 


Walk By Faith 
Community Church 


Pastor Greg Wilburn of 
Roann’s Walk By Faith 
Community Church says 
to access his online ser- 
mons at www.walkbyfaith 
communitychurch.com. 


Zion Lutheran 
Church of Wabash 


Pastor Jerry Gauthier 
says that the Zion Luther- 
an Church of Wabash is 


streaming through their 
Facebook page at www. 
facebook/zionwabash at 


10:30 a.m. Sundays. 

Editor’s note: If you have an 
upcoming event to submit, 
please send it by email to news@ 
wabashplaindealer.com no later 
than five days before the event 
itself. Please use complete sen- 
tences, Associated Press style 
and Microsoft Word or PDF file 
formats. 


Music? Yes. Dancing? No, as New Orleans eases virus rules 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) 
— Live indoor music can 
resume in New Orleans be- 
ginning this weekend, city 
officials announced Wednes- 
day, but dancing will remain 
prohibited, while venues, 
performers and audiences 
will be under strict require- 
ments to employ measures 
to control the spread of the 
coronavirus. 

The new rules take effect 
Friday morning, in response 
to a decline of new corona- 
virus cases and hospitaliza- 
tions in the city. It was not 


immediately clear how many 
bars and other live music 
venues will be able to meet 
them and begin hosting live 
entertainment again in a city 
where music is ingrained in 
cultural history and vital to 
tourism. 

Brian Greenberg, general 
manager of Tipitina’s, said 
he thinks the historic music 
club and bar may be able to 
pull it off, although not right 
away. “We have a floor plan 
that we’ve already mapped 
out,” he said Wednesday af- 
ternoon. “We’re a big room, 


so we have that advantage.” 
Greenberg added that he 
and the bar’s owners and staff 
still need to review the exten- 
sive regulations, which are 
based on guidelines already 
in effect statewide. They re- 
quire mask wearing, social 
distancing, proper ventila- 
tion and also include details 
on when singers are required 
to wear face coverings and 
how trumpet players should 
empty their spit valves. 
Dancing is ruled out under 
the regulations, which also 
note that patrons must “re- 


frain from cheering or sing- 
ing along.” 

“Each club, institution, is 
really going to have to look 
at those and then check 
with the state fire marshal,” 
city health director Jennifer 
Avegno said at a news con- 
ference with Mayor LaToya 
Cantrell. “They’re not overly 
onerous. They can be done.” 

Rachael Arrington, a man- 
ager at the Maple Leaf Bar, 
a neighborhood music joint 
that hasn’t opened since 
March 16, 2020, says the 
club cannot meet the require- 


ments. The stage is narrow, 
posing a problem in keep- 
ing performers 6 feet apart. 
“That’s definitely going to 
be an issue,” Arrington said, 
adding that for the time be- 
ing the business will focus on 
outdoor concerts and events 
sponsored with other venues. 

Live music has not been 
allowed at indoor events in 
New Orleans in almost a year, 
since the city became an ear- 
ly hot spot in the COVID-19 
pandemic. Bars have been 
under on-again, off-again 
shutdown orders and efforts 


to prevent the spread of the 
disease resulted in a virtual 
shutdown of Bourbon Street 
during Mardi Gras, when the 
thoroughfare of restaurants 
and entertainment venues 
would ordinarily have been 
crowded with revelers. 

Limits are still in effect. 
St. Patrick’s Day parades 
and block parties remain 
forbidden in the city even as 
officials ease limitations on 
crowds. Starting Friday, in- 
door gatherings will be lim- 
ited to 75 people and outdoor 
gatherings to 150. 
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Opinion 


SPEAK UP 


How to contact 
your legislators: 


U.S. Sen. Todd Young, 
R-Ind. 

B33 Russell Senate 
Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
1-202-224-5623 
http://young.senate.gov/ 
contact 


U.S. Sen. Mike Braun, 
R-Ind. 

B85 Russell Senate 
Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
202-224-4814 
http://braun.senate.gov/ 


U.S. Rep. Jackie Walorski, 
R-District 2 

419 Cannon House 

Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 
202-225-3915 


State Sen. Andy Zay, 
R-District 17 

Indiana Senate 

200 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
1-800-382-9467 
Senator.Zay@iga.in.gov 


State Rep. Craig Snow, 
R-District 18 

Indiana House 

200 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
1-800-382-9841 
h18@in.gov 


To email any 
Indiana lawmaker, 
go to this website: 
www.in.gov/cgi-bin/ 
legislative/contact/ 

contact.pl 


LETTERS 
GUIDELINES 


The Wabash Plain Dealer 
encourages your letters to the 
editor forum, which is 
designed to be a forum for 
exchange of ideas between 
readers about issues of com- 
munity importance. 


Please sign your letter. Your 
name will be used with the 
letter that is published in the 
Plain Dealer. Your letter will be 
returned if it is your desire to 
remain anonymous. 


Since we may want to write 
or Call you to verify the letter, 
we ask that you include your 
address and telephone num- 
ber. All our letters to the editor 
are published in the interest 
of fair play, so we trust our 
letter writers will refrain from 
personal attacks on other 
persons or groups. 


A letter should be less than 
two pages long, preferably of 
double-spaced typing. 


In order to give everyone an 
opportunity to participate in 
this exchange of ideas, please 
try to limit your letters to one 
per month per household. 


To submit a letter, please 
write the Wabash Plain Dealer 
at 99 W. Canal St., Wabash, IN 
46992. 


Letters also may be 
hand-delivered to the news- 
paper office, 99 W. Canal St. 
The office is open 9-11:30 
a.m. and 1-4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. If you should 
deliver a letter during 
non-business hours, a drop 
slot is located to the left of the 
front door. Letters may be 
faxed to 260-563-0816, or 
email them to news@ 
wabashplaindealer.com with 
“Letters to the Editor” in the 
subject line. 


ENN 
Es 


DAILY 
SCRIPTURE 


Better is a little with righ- 
teousness than great reve- 
nues with injustice. 

Proverbs 16:8 


Wabash Plain Dealer 


A year of COVID-19 has left 
immeasurable holes in American life 


he statistical measures of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which a 

year ago forced a stunning global 
shutdown of schools, businesses and 
travel, can be hard to contextualize. 
We’ve swept past 2,600,000 dead 
worldwide, with a fifth of them — 
more than 525,000 — in the U.S. The 
human impact is staggering and still 
growing — 117 million cases glob- 
ally, nearly 30 million in the U.S. — 
and the full effects won’t be known 
until this crisis is safely behind us. 

Just 13 months ago, the perni- 
cious disease didn’t have a name, 
and even now no one can say with 
absolute certainty how long this 
coronavirus has been around or how 
it infected its first human. Most 
sobering: As disastrous as this is for 
humankind, at a fundamental level 
it is nature doing its thing, which 
reinforces the reality that as smart 
as we might think we are, nature 
doesn’t care. 

The losses are both individual 
and mass: Futures canceled for 
those who died and curtailed for 
those who survived. Families left to 
mourn and struggle to fill the empti- 
ness. Neighborhoods and communi- 
ties — particularly those comprising 
low-income people of color, where 


the virus has been most destructive 
— straining for normalcy. 

The majority of the dead were 
over age 65, and many were living 
in nursing homes or other ostensibly 
supportive environments. So the vi- 
rus stole the lives of elders — parents 
and grandparents — and left younger 
generations to grapple with grief, 
loss and, in some cases, guilt. 

What if I had quit work and not 
brought the virus home to my fam- 
ily? What if I had cared for my par- 
ents myself and not persuaded them 
to move into assisted living? What if 
urging them to forgo independence 
for the sake of safety brought them 
to an early death? 

Young children, too, must wres- 
tle with the deaths of parents and 
grandparents — role models they 
otherwise would rely on to guide 
them through these terrifying times. 
Communities must grapple with 
members taken from them prema- 
turely, with potential unfulfilled. It’s 
not a lost generation but a random 
collection of holes ripped in the 
multi-generational fabrics that bind 
families, neighborhoods, communi- 
ties. We’ ll never be able to envision 
what kind of quilt those missing 
fragments might make if we stitched 


VACCINE DEMAND... 
id 


DAN 


es 


them together. 

We fix on milestones, as though 
the 500,000th death somehow 
means more than the 499,999th. In 


reality, because health officials were 


so late to understand the sweep of 

this infection, we can’t even rely on 
the numbers. So these astoundingly 
high death counts are just floors, re- 
ally, the minimum measure of what 
we know, not of what has occurred. 


But one thing is certain: The count 


continues, as does the economic 
pain that has befallen people un- 
touched by the virus itself, with ca- 
reers and entire industries upended. 
There is a lot to be angry about. 
President Trump’s callous dismis- 
siveness about the pandemic, even 
after he too was hospitalized with 
COVID-19. State governors who 


pooh-poohed the reality and resisted 


the guidelines and restrictions that 
would have saved lives. And those 
delusional deniers who continue 

to claim that science is a leftist 
conspiracy to subvert personal free- 
doms, oblivious to the dangers they 
pose to the rest of us in their pugna- 
cious embrace of an uncompromis- 


ing individualism. It’s not “America 


first” so much as “me first,” putting 


the lie to the aspirational notion that 
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School funding our biggest economic challenge 


ast week’s column on school 
unding in Indiana stirred a great 
deal of conversation around the state. 
I am glad it did, but cannot take credit 
for the interest. Most Hoosiers are 


keenly attentive to 
Michael their local schools and 
Hicks concerned about the 

economic perfor- 


mance of their cities 
and towns. These 
issues are intimately 
linked, yet too few 
Hoosiers appreciate 
how fully they are 
connected. For exam- 
ple, more than one 
person tried to explain that we could 
not afford more money for schools 
because higher taxes would slow the 
economy. He was wrong. 

My column is not politically biased; 
a desire for a better economy is hardly 
a partisan position. I’m an economist, 
and insofar as I have anything useful 
to write about education, it is about its 
effect on the economy. 

Among the most repeatedly demon- 
strated facts in the social sciences is 
the link between educational attain- 
ment and economic performance. On 
average, better-educated people are 
more productive, which means they 
produce more per year in goods or 
services and earn a higher income. 
Likewise, better-educated counties 
are more productive and earn more 
income. This relationship holds for 
cities, states, nations and continents. 
This is no accident. 

Better educational attainment both 
causes and is caused by a better econ- 
omy. Educational attainment is the 
most important factor in determining 
regional economic conditions, and the 
performance of schools is the most 
important factor in household location 
decisions. A well-educated place 
attracts more well-educated families. 
Those relationships can hardly be 
in doubt. But, how import is school 
spending on educational attainment? 

The report from the Teacher Pay 
Commission mentioned several stud- 
ies from the nation’s top education 
economists. Among the 379 footnotes 
were studies from the Hoover Institu- 
tion, a highly respected conservative 
think tank. They raised precisely 
the same concerns I did last week. 
The report also cited the nation’s 
top K-12 researcher, whom I would 
describe as a center-left economist. 
His study notes that when it comes to 
educational outcomes, “the question 


of whether money matters is essen- 
tially settled.” He is right; education 
dollars do matter, and it is time for 
Hoosier taxpayers and policymakers 
to acknowledge this. As I wrote last 
week, if we spent the same share of 
our state’s GDP on education that we 
did in 2010, it would be $1.3 billion 
more per year for schools. 

I am well aware of Indiana’s claims 
and nationwide reputation for having 
a good business climate, low taxes, a 
modest regulatory burden and a ready 
workforce. Unlike some, I have no 
doubt that Hoosier policymakers who 
undertook these policies did so with 
the best of intentions. They want the 
economy to grow, and they felt this 
was the right path forward. I used 
to believe that myself. But when the 
facts change, I change my mind, as 
should we all. 

From the summer of 2009 when the 
recession ended, through the end of 
2019, Indiana grew at only 41 percent 
the rate of the nation as a whole. For 
all our claims about having a strong 
workforce, a good business climate 
and smart regulatory policies, the 
facts say otherwise. Businesses and 
families are overwhelmingly choos- 
ing places other than Indiana. It’s time 
to do something differently. 

As I described last week, Indi- 
ana spent the last decade reducing 
inflation-adjusted school spending 
by a full 7.0 percent per student. This 
happened during the longest econom- 
ic expansion in U.S. history, when 
we should have been making historic 
investments in people and places. 

This won’t be popular, but I think 
the evidence demonstrates the school 
choice reforms were largely effective 
and should remain an integral part of 
education policy. I think both micro 
studies of student performance and 
the state’s overall test scores suggest 
school choice is a net benefit. But, 
simply imposing competition on local 
schools was not enough. We took the 
wrong lessons from the early success- 
es of school choice and neglected the 
rest of public education. 

The best way to think about this is 
to consider what Hoosier families did 
when they were offered educational 
choice. Most chose to stay where they 
were, in part because family location 
decisions are so heavily influenced by 
local school quality. So, 86.4 percent 
of kids attend their local public 
schools. 

But, among families who chose 
other schools for their kids, the num- 


ber one choice was another public 
school. Even with vouchers, private 
school enrollments crashed by 21 
percent since 2007. Last year another 
5.8 percent chose a different local 
public school, 4.1 percent chose a 
charter school, the plurality of which 
are run by local public schools. Only 
3.3 percent chose a private school 
voucher. If you admire the usefulness 
markets have in signaling value, it 

is pretty obvious where the value in 
K-12 education lies. 

Today, the biggest risk to continuing 
Indiana’s successful school choice 
experiment isn’t a teacher’s union 
or courts. The biggest risk to school 
choice is that it will be blamed for the 
heavy budget reductions for everyone 
else’s education and the lackluster 
economic outcomes that resulted. If 
you support continued school choice, 
you must also support the 86.4 
percent of families who choose local 
public schools. 

The recovery from the COVID 
recession will favor people and places 
with strong educational attainment. 
The next decade will amplify the 
trends of higher demand for edu- 
cated workers. Without vigorous 
intervention, this will prove tough 
for Indiana’s economy. We should 
do everything we can to prevent 
another failed recovery like the last 
one. Dedicating more resources to 
education is the most urgent remedy 
we can undertake. 

Finally, education alone won’t 
solve the problem, and a teacher’s 
pay increase won’t, by itself, solve 
our educational challenges. We need 
more Hoosiers to leave high school 
and then graduate from college. We 
need to attract more educated people 
from other states and nations, and we 
need to make more of our com- 
munities inviting to new residents. 
Doing all of this takes time, and it 
involves much more than additional 
tax dollars. 

Still, our local schools serve two 
key functions. They both produce 
the foundation of educated people 
and serve as the most important 
magnet for those families who value 
education. Indiana’s unwillingness 
to sustain school funding and expand 
educational attainment sends a 
strong signal to businesses and fam- 
ilies around the nation. The question 
isn’t really whether or not we can 
afford to spend more money on edu- 
cation in Indiana. The real question is 
how can we afford not to? 


when the chips are down, Ameri- 
cans hang together. 

Yet most of us do hang together, 
do support each other, do recognize 
the broader necessity of working 
for the common good. Imagine how 
much worse this crisis would have 
been were it not for emergency 
workers, hospital medical teams 
and support staffs who have been 
struggling with their own losses, 
personal grief and the nagging fear 
that their jobs might endanger their 
own families — they do the work 
anyway. Or the essential employees 
who’ve continued to provide us with 
food, mail, water, power and other 
necessities, despite the risks. 

So here we are, a year after gov- 
ernment officials began ordering 
businesses and schools shuttered, 
after we began looking at each other 
warily and worrying over a tickle 
in the throat, and after we began 
sheltering in place against a danger 
we could not see. It is, in the end, a 
reminder that for all of our human 
advances and hubristic successes 
over nature, we are still a part of 
the web of life and susceptible to its 
capricious ways. 

This editorial was originally published in 
the Los Angeles Times. 


Three big 
problems 
with Medicare 


By WOODROW WILCOX 


here are many problems with the 

Medicare system. I know. I have 
been fighting mistakes and fraud in 
the Medicare system for 18 years. I 
have saved senior citizens over two 
million dollars. So, I know about 
problems in the Medicare system. 

There are three big problems. All 
three are caused or allowed by the 
federal government. All three hurt se- 
nior citizens in a big way financially. 
Here are the three big problems. 

First, the Medicare claims com- 
munication system breaks down. It 
disconnects. It is based on a system 
of internet, telephone, and satellite 
parts. When the connection is broken, 
lots of claims or parts of claims get 
lost. When the insurance companies 
don’t get notified of Medicare claims, 
the claims don’t get paid by the 
insurance companies. Then, medical 
billing firms send bills to the senior 
citizen patients. If no one helps the 
senior to fix the problem, the senior 
is hounded to pay a bill that would 
have been paid if the Medicare 
system worked reliably. In my book, 
“Solving Medicare Problems,” I gave 
my calculations for my belief that 
this one problem alone is costing se- 
nior citizens over one billion dollars 
per year in false medical bills. 

Second, Medicare often does not 
report revised claim rulings to the 
Medicare supplement insurance 
companies. Again, this causes senior 
citizens to get false medical bills 
that would have been paid by their 
supplement insurance plans if only 
Medicare had sent the revised claim 
rulings to the insurance companies. 
This probably costs senior citizens 
millions and millions of dollars per 
year in false medical bills that they 
are hounded to pay if they don’t get 
help to fix the problem. 

Third, Medicare has a poor enforce- 
ment system. When medical billers 
send false bills to seniors, it is diffi- 
cult or impossible to get Medicare 
to discipline the wrongdoers. A few 
years ago, over 50 of the clients of 
our insurance agency were getting 
bills from a local X-ray service 
weeks after our client’s insurance 
companies had paid the bills for 
them. The medical billing firm was 
cashing the checks from the insur- 
ance companies and sending bills to 
our clients for the same amounts that 
the insurance companies had already 
paid. I caught them. The doctor who 
ran the local x-ray firm knew nothing 
about the false billing by the medical 
billing company. The Attorney 
General of Indiana was much more 
interested and swifter to stop the false 
medical billing than federal Medicare 
officials were. 

Just think. If America gets a health 
care system based on the Medicare 
system, it will have all the problems 
of the Medicare system to cause 
headaches and financial problems for 
everyone. 

Woodrow Wilcox is the senior medical 
bill case worker at Senior Care Insurance 
Services in Merrillville. His book, “Solving 
Medicare Problems,” is available online and 
through many booksellers. 
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Upping your mash game 


hat could be bet- 
ter than a rich and 
creamy bowl of mashed 
potatoes? How about a bowl 
of mashed potatoes infused 
with celery 


and horserad- 
Lynda ish? 
Balslev This fluffy 
bowl piles 


on the roots, 
with celery 
root and 
“| horseradish 
joining the 
mix. The 
result is a 
delicious side of potatoes, 
with an extra dimension of 
fragrance, flavor and bite. 
Celery root, also known as 
celeriac, is the dark horse of 
root vegetables. Don’t let its 
gnarly, bulbous exterior put 
you off. Once you cut away 
the skin, a milky white 
interior is revealed, softly 
redolent with celery. Celery 
root can be eaten raw and 
grated into salads, and when 
cooked, it’s a non-starchy 
alternative or complement 
to potatoes in mashes, 
gratins and soups. 
Horseradish is also a root 
and belongs to the mustard 
family, which explains its 
peppery bite. Horseradish is 
often grated raw and folded 
into sauces and garnished 
over meats. Sharp and 


nutty, horseradish is quite 
strong when fresh, but its 
flavor fades and bite softens 
with cooking, so don’t be 
deterred by the amount in 
the recipe. 

This is a lovely side dish 
to accompany meat and 
stews. The potatoes are left 
unpeeled, and their nutri- 
ent-rich skins fleck this 
side dish, adding flavor and 
texture. Peel the potatoes 
if you prefer a smoother 
texture. 


Mashed Potatoes 
and Roots 


Active Time: 10 minutes 
Total Time: 55 minutes 
Yield: Serves 6 to 8 


1 1/2 pounds Yukon gold pota- 
toes, cut into 1-inch pieces 

1 1/2 pounds celery root, 
peeled, cut into 1-inch 
pieces 

1 bay leaf 

3 thyme sprigs 

Salt 

1/4 cup unsalted butter, 
softened 

1/2 cup sour cream, plus more 
as needed 

4 tablespoons finely grat- 
ed Parmigiano-Reggiano 
cheese, divided 

3 tablespoons finely grated 
peeled fresh horseradish, 
divided 

1/2 teaspoon pepper 


Preheat the oven to 350 
degrees. 

Combine the potatoes 
and celery root in large pot 
and cover with cold water. 
Tie the bay leaf and thyme 
sprigs with kitchen string to 
make a bouquet garni and 
add to the pot along with 1 
tablespoon salt. Bring to a 
boil and simmer, partially 
covered, until the potatoes 
and celery root are very 
tender, about 20 minutes. 
Drain thoroughly and dis- 
card the bouquet garni. 

Transfer the vegetables 
to a large bowl, add the 
butter, and mash with a 
potato masher. Stir in the 
sour cream, 2 tablespoons 
cheese, 2 tablespoons 
horseradish and the pepper. 
If too thick, mix in more 
sour cream to your desired 
consistency. Add salt to 
your taste and mix well. 
Transfer the potatoes to 
a buttered 2-quart baking 
dish. 

Mix the remaining 2 
tablespoons cheese and 1 
tablespoon horseradish in a 
small bowl. Sprinkle over 
top of potatoes. Transfer 
the potatoes to the oven and 
bake until the top is tinged 
golden brown and the po- 
tatoes are heated through, 
about 25 minutes. Serve 
warm. 


Photo by Lynda Balslev for TasteFood 


Goes 19 changed 
so much in our lives, 


couples to scale down or 


celebrations. 
I’m hoping, post-covid, 
people will realize that 


out staging a break-the- 
bank, open-bar reception 
or donning a dress that 


B costs the 
Michelle 


; equivalent 
Singletary of two 


months’ 
rent. 


it won’t 

be long 
until most 
people can 
get vacci- 
nated, making it safer to 
have large gatherings, and 
not much longer before 


will return. 

Far too often, people 
spend based on their 
feelings rather than what 
makes financial sense in 
the long term. 


to convince couples that 
dropping thousands of 
dollars on a wedding they 
really couldn’t afford was 
financially irresponsible. 

You can’t put a price 
on your happiness, or on 
a lifetime memory, they 
would argue. 

Oh yes you can. 

Others proudly pointed 
out that they had saved 
for their big day. But such 
proclamations don’t im- 
press me if you have five- 
or six-figure student loan 
debt awaiting upon your 
return from a Caribbean 
honeymoon. A wedding 
shouldn’t wipe out your 
emergency fund. 

So, with this in mind, I 
was intrigued by a new 
Netflix show debuting 


or Mortgage.” 


a friendly competition 
between a wedding plan- 
ner, Sarah Miller, and a 
real estate agent, Nichole 
Holmes. In each episode, 


between the wedding of 
their dreams and their 
dream home. 

The show was filmed 


but once things return 
to normal, couples will 
again face the decision of 


for a wedding or use their 


on a home, the hosts told 
me during an interview. 


the 10-part series, I was 
sure I would hate it, but I 


including nuptials, forcing 


even cancel lavish wedding 


they can get married with- 


Yet I know 


reckless wedding spending 


Pre-pandemic, I struggled 


March 10 called “Marriage 


The reality show involves 


the Nashville-based profes- 
sionals help couples decide 


before coronavirus-related 
shutdowns and restrictions, 


whether to shell out money 


savings as a down payment 


As I sat down to preview 


was mesmerized waiting to 
see what people would do. 
If I didn’t fear breaking my 
TV, I would have thrown 
my shoe at the screen 
several times during the 
viewing. Kudos to the pro- 
ducers and hosts, because 
you will be surprised by 
which couples opt for the 
wedding and which ones 
go for the home. 

My husband and 25-year- 
old daughter watched 
“Marriage or Mortgage” 
with me. About 15 minutes 
into Episode 8, my daugh- 
ter couldn’t take any more. 
She grabbed the remote to 
fast-forward to the end to 
see whether one couple, 
together eight years and 
living in a two-bedroom 
apartment, would choose 
to spend $20,000 on a 
wedding, including $4,900 
budgeted for a bridal dress. 

In the interest of full 
disclosure, I bought my 
wedding dress at a con- 
signment shop for less 
than $200. There was no 
open bar. I told guests who 
complained that they could 
go home and drink their 
own liquor. 

It was so funny how 
frustrated my daughter 
became, struggling to 
understand how a sales 
operation specialist and an 
Uber driver would choose 
a pricey wedding cele- 
bration instead of taking 
the $20,000 and using it 
as a down payment on a 
four-bedroom home with 
a spacious backyard for 
them and their two young 
sons. Saving that much 
money couldn’t have been 
easy for them, my daughter 
fumed. 

My husband left the room 
at the same point, mutter- 
ing: “Crazy concept. It’s a 
no-brainer. I’m out.” 

Mortgage rates are 
near historical lows. As 
of March 4, the average 
interest rate on a 30-year 
fixed-rate mortgage was 
3.02 percent, according to 
Freddie Mac, the feder- 
ally chartered mortgage 
investor. 

The choice between 
a one-day party and 
wealth-building homeown- 
ership seemed obvious to 
us. 

It clearly wasn’t so 
simple for the profiled 
couples, who had saved up 
as much as $35,000. 

“How do we pick from 
the day that we want and 
the future?” says Nicholas. 
He and his fiancee, Denise, 
are torn between having 
an Elvis Presley-themed 
wedding and taking the 
$25,000 they’ve saved and 
buying a home. 

One bride-to-be says, 


Netflix series asks couples with up to 
$35,000 saved: ‘Marriage or Mortgage’? 


“My head and my heart 
are going in two different 
directions.” 

Cue scream from me: 
“Choose your head, you 
fool!” 

Those of us in the busi- 
ness of helping people 
make wise financial choic- 
es are often flummoxed 
when folks let their feel- 
ings drive such an import- 
ant financial decision. 

Miller, the wedding 
planner, almost had me 
understanding why couples 
would go for the wedding. 

“You get to learn these 
couples and what’s import- 
ant to them,” she said. “I’m 
not in this industry to make 
people make bad decisions 
and go broke or in debt. 
The people who come to 
me, we try to expand their 
budget as best as possible 
and really kind of help 
them and guide them in 
the direction so they’re not 
going over their means.” 

Pll admit, I became in- 
vested in the series. I want- 
ed to see how each couple 
arrived at the decision 
that they did. In so many 
respects, this show is all 
about behavioral econom- 
ics, a field of study that 
looks at the psychology 
behind the decision-mak- 
ing processes of individ- 
uals. People often make 
choices that are not in their 
financial best interest. 

“Speaking from the more 
realist, linear-thinking 
person that I am, I just see 
taking that lump sum of 
money and investing it in 
property with the possibil- 
ity of growing — that is a 
no-brainer,’ Holmes said. 
“But that’s why this show 
is SO amazing and why I 
think it’s going to have so 
many people rooting for 
the mortgage, or the hope- 
less romantics of the world 
saying: ‘How could you 
give up your big day for 
a mortgage? That doesn’t 
seem very fun.” 

So where do I stand on 
“Marriage or Mortgage”? 

I think it will delight ro- 
mantics and disgust penny 
pinchers. 

Readers can write to Michelle 
Singletary c/o The Washington 
Post, 1301 K St., N.W., Wash- 
ington, D.C. 20071. Her email 
address is michelle.singletary@ 
washpost.com. Follow her 
on Twitter (@SingletaryM) or 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/ 
MichelleSingletary). Comments 
and questions are welcome, 
but due to the volume of mail, 
personal responses may not 
be possible. Please also note 
comments or questions may be 
used in a future column, with 
the writer's name, unless a spe- 
cific request to do otherwise is 
indicated. 


Mayo Clinic Q and A: How owning pets can lead to a healthier lifestyle 


FROM MAYO CLINIC 
NEWS NETWORK (TNS) 


DEAR MAYO CLINIC: I have 
been working from home as 
a result of COVID-19. The 
adjustment has been difficult, 
and created a lot of stress 
and strain on my mental and 
physical health. I find that I 
spend much of my time in 
front of the computer. I eat 
more often, and I barely go 
outside. A friend suggested I 
adopt a dog to lift my spirits 
and get me motivated to go 
outside. Would I see any real 
benefits from this? Is there 
any connection between pets 
and our health? 

ANSWER: Pets play a huge 
role in creating a healthy 
lifestyle. In fact, studies have 
shown that pet ownership 
can enhance fitness levels, 
lower blood pressure and 
cholesterol levels, relieve 
stress, improve mental and 
heart health, and boost over- 
all happiness and well-being. 
Evidence also suggests that 
connections to pets provide 
good social support — an 
important factor in helping 
you stick with new health 
habits. 

One of the main benefits 
is that dogs force us to get 
up and move for routine and 
regular walks. A research 
study found that dog owners 
more likely report regular 


physical activity patterns, 
a healthy diet and ideal 
blood sugar levels compared 
to those who do not own 
dogs. This is beneficial to 
your heart health because 
increased physical activity 
helps strengthen your heart 
muscles, making it more 
efficient in pumping blood 
throughout your body and 
improving overall heart 
health. 

It’s no secret that pets con- 
tribute to overall happiness. 
Owning a dog has even 
been linked to better mental 
health and less perception 
of social isolation — both 
risk factors for heart attacks. 
Dog owners have increased 
interaction with people, and 
are less likely to experience 
depression. This helps to 
diminish social isolation, 
which can reduce worse 
health outcomes and prema- 
ture death. 

Even just interacting with 
a dog has shown to increase 
levels of “feel-good” brain 
chemicals, such as oxytocin 
and dopamine. This creates 
positive, happy feelings and 
a great bonding experience 
for you and your pet. Pets 
bring a significant benefit to 
working from home. Over 
50 percent of people sur- 
veyed said they would prefer 
if they could bring their pet 
to work. 


There are four major ways 
pets can help with your 
mental health while working 
from home: 

— Pets can reduce work-re- 
lated stress. Two out of three 
employees say work stresses 
them out, and 40 percent say 
their job gets in the way of 
their health. Studies show 
that pets in the workplace 
reduce stress and improve 
employee satisfaction. 

— Pets help manage 
anxiety. Up to 30 percent 
of the workforce could be 
working from home multiple 
days per week by the end of 
2021, according to Global 
Workplace Analytics. So, 
now more than ever, people 
are struggling with mental 
health. Pets provide compan- 
ionship and support. 

— Pets help you be more 
active. Pets give us a reason 
to get outside, get some 
fresh air and get in some 
physical activity. 

— Pets combat loneliness. 
The bond with pets helps 
people feel less alone. 
Owners can touch, see, hear 
or talk to their companion 
animals, which helps to 
bring joy and happiness. 

Aside from your mental 
health, owning a pet —a 
canine in particular — can 
significantly help your heart. 
This is the finding of a 
Kardiozive Brno 2030 study, 


which looked at the asso- 
ciation of pet ownership — 
specifically dog ownership — 
with cardiovascular disease 
risk factors and cardiovascu- 
lar health, in part due to the 
increase in physical activity. 

While walking a dog 
around the neighborhood 
may not always sound so 
enticing, don’t forget to look 
for ways to incorporate your 
furry friend into other activ- 
ities. If your neighborhood 
has a local dog park, it’s a 
wonderful way for your dog 
to let off some steam while 
you make friends with other 
canine owners. 

Consider also that you 
can hop in the car with 
your pet and have a picnic 
elsewhere. Bring healthy 
snacks for both of you. In 
warmer months, venture out 
to a nearby beach or lake. 
You can run or walk on the 
shore, chase balls, and swim. 
There is always something 
to be said for getting exer- 
cise outdoors and having a 
companion. 

Owning a dog is a big 
decision that takes a lot of 
responsibility, but there are 
countless mental and physi- 
cal benefits. Consider getting 
a pet to help you be more 
active and socially connect- 
ed, while also improving 
heart health and promoting a 
healthy lifestyle. 


Dreamstime / TNS 


Pets play a huge role in creating a healthy lifestyle. 
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Indiana could see $5.8B 
in new COVID relief money 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Indiana officials have yet to 
describe any big plans for 
the influx of federal money 
expected from the $1.9 tril- 
lion COVID-19 relief pack- 
age that Congress approved 
this week. 

Preliminary estimates 
show roughly $5.8 billion 
will be directed toward Indi- 
ana. About $3 billion would 
go directly to state govern- 
ment, and $2.6 billion to 
cities and counties and $200 
million for a state capital 
projects fund, said Rachel 
Hoffmeyer, a spokeswoman 
for Republican Gov. Eric 
Holcomb. 

“Greater details should 
come in future guidance and 
communication,” Hoffmeyer 
told The (Fort Wayne) Jour- 
nal Gazette. 

State lawmakers are look- 
ing to have a say in how that 
money will be spent. 

The state was also allocat- 
ed $2.4 billion in pandemic 
relief funding last year. That 
aid arrived after the 2020 
legislative session ended 


and was distributed by Hol- 
comb’s administration with 
little formal involvement by 
legislators for uses such as 
public health agency expens- 
es and business support and 
rental assistance programs. 

Republican Senate Presi- 
dent Pro Tem Rodric Bray 
told reporters Thursday that 
he didn’t think the federal 
money was needed to cover 
ongoing state spending but 
should go toward targeted 
programs. 

“If it goes to schools, to 
help schools in particular 
with things like remediation 
for these kids that just kind 
of lost a step in this educa- 
tion year,’ Bray said. “We 
want it to help the industries, 
like the hotel and the hos- 
pitality industries, that have 
been so hard hit over the last 
12 months or so.” 

Indiana’s state tax collec- 
tions didn’t take the major 
hit that was feared last spring 
and are running about 4 per- 
cent higher than expected 
when the current two-year 
$78 billion state budget was 


adopted in 2019. 

Holcomb hasn’t yet offered 
his ideas for using the new 
federal funds. Leaders in 
other states have proposed 
big projects that have long 
been on their to-do lists, in- 
cluding high-speed internet 
for rural areas and drinking 
water improvements. 

Indiana lawmakers are 
already working on a new 
two-year state budget to 
start in July. Some programs 
in that budget plan could 
now be covered by federal 
relief money. For instance, 
the House proposed a $150 
million learning remedia- 
tion program, $50 million in 
health grants and $30 mil- 
lion for small business assis- 
tance. 

The Holcomb administra- 
tion also dedicated $400 mil- 
lion to the state’s unemploy- 
ment insurance trust fund 
to avoid borrowing money 
from the federal govern- 
ment to make jobless benefit 
payments after the fund was 
drained by a steep jump in 
unemployment in the spring. 


VIRUS 


From page A1 


administered in Wabash 
County, with 327 of those 
administered Thursday. 

Statewide, as of Friday, 
1,230,710 first doses of vac- 
cine have been administered 
in Indiana, and 792,217 
individuals are fully vacci- 
nated. The fully vaccinated 
number includes individuals 
who have received a second 
dose of the Pfizer or Moder- 
na vaccines and those who 
received the single Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine. 

Earlier this month at a reg- 
ular Wabash County Board 
of Commissioners meeting, 
EMA director Keith Walters 
asked for approval to accept 
a state grant to help with the 
costs of operating the local 
COVID-19 vaccine clinics. 

Walters said the state of 
Indiana offered the county 
and the health department a 
$40,320 grant to help offset 
the expenses. 

Walters said this is a feder- 
al program administered by 
the Indiana Department of 
Health (ISDH). 

“Funding is for local ex- 
penses associated with the 
operation of the vaccine 
location. Like disposable 
supplies, gloves, cleaning 
supplies, rent and leases, 
utilities and so on,” said Wal- 
ters. 

On Wednesday, ISDH me- 
dia relations coordinator 
Megan Wade-Taxter said 
the $40,320 grant amount is 
based on county population. 

“Local health departments 
receiving grants were re- 
quired to submit plans to 
the state health department 
showing how they would 
establish vaccination clin- 
ics in accordance with state 
eligibility guidelines,” said 
Wade-Taxter. 

Wade-Taxter said the 
ISDH has worked with local 
health departments to deter- 
mine clinic hours and needs. 

“(This helps) determine 
how much vaccine a coun- 
ty receives based on the 
state’s total allocation,” said 
Wade-Taxter. 

An indoor vaccination 
clinic is being planned from 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. CST Satur- 
day, March 20 and 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. CST Sunday, March 
21 at Calumet New Tech 
High School, 3900 Calhoun 
St., Gary. 

Appointments must be 
scheduled in advance, and 
individuals must show proof 
that they live in Indiana and 
meet current eligibility re- 
quirements upon arrival. 

To find the location, search 
for Gary Calumet using ZIP 
code 46408 at https://our 
shot.in.gov, or call 211 and 
ask to be scheduled at the 
Gary Calumet site. 

Additional locations and 
appointments are being add- 
ed as more vaccine become 
available. 

To schedule, visit https:// 
ourshot.in.gov or call 211 
if you do not have access to 
a computer or require assis- 
tance. 


School figures 


The ISDH’s school dash- 
board was updated Mon- 
day, March 8 with data as 


of 11:59 p.m. Friday, March 
5. The dashboard is updated 
weekly at noon Mondays. 

Statewide, 151 schools 
reported no cases, 1,928 
reported one or more cases 
and 289 have not reported. 

In Wabash County, only 
White’s Jr/Sr. High School 
has reported to the ISDH 
that they have no cases. 

E During the latest update, 
Wabash County schools 
with one or more confirmed 
cases included: 

E Manchester Jr/Sr. High 
School (MHS) reported 53 
total student positive cases, 
11 total teacher positive cas- 
es and nine total staff posi- 
tive cases. 

E Manchester Elementary 
School (MES) reported six 
total student positive cases, 
fewer than five total teach- 
er positive cases and fewer 
than five total staff positive 
cases. 

E Manchester Intermedi- 
ate School (MIS) reported 
eight total student positive 
cases, fewer than five total 
teacher positive cases and 
fewer than five total staff 
positive cases. 

E Metro North Elemen- 
tary School reported fewer 
than five each total student 
positive cases, total teacher 
positive cases and total staff 
positive cases. 

E Heartland Career Cen- 
ter reported fewer than five 
total staff positive cases. 

E Sharp Creek Elementa- 
ry School reported six total 
student positive cases, fewer 
than five total teacher pos- 
itive cases and fewer than 
five total staff positive cases. 

E Northfield Jr/Sr. High 
School (NHS) reported 39 
total student positive cas- 
es, six total teacher positive 
cases and eight total staff 
positive cases. 

E O.J. Neighbours Ele- 
mentary School reported 11 
total student positive cases, 
10 total teacher positive cas- 
es and fewer than five total 
staff positive cases. 

E Wabash Middle School 
reported 12 total student 
positive cases, fewer than 
five total teacher positive 
cases and fewer than five to- 
tal staff positive cases. 

E Wabash High School re- 
ported 15 total student pos- 
itive cases, fewer than five 
total teacher positive cases 
and fewer than five total 
staff positive cases. 

E St. Bernard Elementary 
School reported fewer than 
five each total student pos- 
itive cases and total teacher 
positive cases. 

E Southwood Jr./Sr. High 
School (SHS) reported 16 
total student positive cases, 
fewer than five total teach- 
er positive cases and fewer 
than five total staff positive 
cases. 

E Southwood Elementa- 
ry School reported fewer 
than five each new student 
positive cases, total student 
positive cases, total teacher 
positive cases and total staff 
positive cases. 

Schools of higher learning 
are not listed on the ISDH 
schools dashboard. Howev- 
er, Manchester University 
maintains its own, sepa- 
rate dashboard. On-campus 
COVID-19 testing began 
again the week of Jan. 4. 


Updates to this dashboard 
will be made each Friday to 
reflect the current week of 
testing and the semester to 
date. As of Friday, March 5, 
a total of 558 tests were per- 
formed the previous week, 
with 99.8 percent being 
negative, and .2 percent of 
them being positive. There 
have been 3,363 total tests 
performed this semester, 
with 99.8 percent of them 
being negative, and .2 per- 
cent of them being positive. 
During that week, there was 
no self-reported cases on the 
North Manchester campus, 
and two self-reported cases 
on the Fort Wayne campus. 
This semester, there have 
been nine self-reported cas- 
es on the North Manchester 
campus, and six self-report- 
ed cases on the Fort Wayne 
campus 


Local figures 


E On Wednesday, the 
ISDH reported two local 
positive COVID-19 cases, 
bringing Wabash County’s 
total to 3,342, with 14,304 
tests. The local seven-day 
positivity rating for all tests 
was 2.2 percent. The local 
seven-day positivity rating 
for unique individuals was 
12.2 percent. 

E On Thursday, the ISDH 
reported three local positive 
COVID-19 cases, bringing 
Wabash County’s total to 
3,345, with 14,322 tests. 
The local seven-day posi- 
tivity rating for all tests was 
2.5 percent. The local sev- 
en-day positivity rating for 
unique individuals was 12.5 
percent. 

E On Friday, the ISDH re- 
ported seven local positive 
COVID-19 cases, bringing 
Wabash County’s total to 
3,352, with 14,347 tests. 
The local seven-day positiv- 
ity rating for all tests was 2.5 
percent. The local seven-day 
positivity rating for unique 
individuals was 13 percent. 


Statewide figures 


On Friday, the ISDH an- 
nounced that 973 addition- 
al Hoosiers have been di- 
agnosed with COVID-19 
through testing at state and 
private laboratories. That 
brings to 671,023 the num- 
ber of Indiana residents now 
known to have had the novel 
coronavirus following cor- 
rections to the previous day’s 
dashboard. 

A total of 12,409 Hoosiers 
are confirmed to have died 
from COVID-19, an increase 
of 28 from the previous day. 
Another 415 probable deaths 
have been reported based on 
clinical diagnoses in patients 
for whom no positive test is 
on record. 

To date, 3,172,282 unique 
individuals have been test- 
ed in Indiana, up from 
3,166,5380n Thursday. A to- 
tal of 8,391,163 tests, includ- 
ing repeat tests for unique in- 
dividuals, have been reported 
to the state Department of 
Health since Feb. 26, 2020. 

To find testing sites around 
the state, visit www.corona 
virus.in.gov and click on the 
COVID-19 testing informa- 
tion link. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain Deal- 
er editor, may be reached by email 
at rburgess@wabashplaindealer. 
com. 
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Wildfire burns 20 acres in 
Merrillville, sends smoke onto I-65 


MERRILLVILLE 
About 20 acres in North- 
west Indiana burned after 
flames spread from an open 
burn pit into surrounding 
fields fields, a fire chief said. 

The fire Thursday after- 
noon in Merrillville took 
nearly two hours to be 
brought under control by 
firefighters from eight de- 
partments, Merrillville Fire 
Chief Ed Yerga said. 

No injuries were reported 
and the fire did not spread 
to any structures or vehicles, 
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hosting two events to inform 
residents and solicit feed- 
back about a proposed Local 
Trax Railroad Grade Separa- 
tion project to build a pedes- 
trian and vehicle bridge over 
the railroad tracks on East 
Street. An in-person public 
open house hosted from 6 to 
7 p.m. Tuesday, March 16, at 
the Eagles Theater’s in the 
fourth-floor ballroom, 106 
W. Market St. For more in- 
formation, visit www.cityof 
wabash.com/traxproject. 


Wabash County 
Animal Shelter 
partnership to pair 
emerging readers 
with dogs, cats 


The local Literacy for Com- 
panionship program will be 
held on the third Thursday of 
each month, starting March 
18 at the Wabash County An- 
imal Shelter, 810 Manches- 
ter Ave. The time will be split 
into 30-minute shifts from 4 
to 6 p.m., with four children 
scheduled per session. There 
is no cost for the program 
and the parents or guardians 
will be with the children at 
all times. For more informa- 
tion, call 260-563-3511. 


Second Harvest 
to hold tailgate 


food distributions 


Second Harvest Food Bank 
of East Central Indiana has 
planned tailgate food distri- 
butions for noon Wednes- 
day, April 14 at Manchester 
Church of the Brethren, 1306 
Beckley St., North Manches- 
ter; and 11 a.m. Wednesday, 
March 24 and Wednesday, 
April 28 at Bachelor Creek 
Church of Christ, 2147 Indi- 
ana 15. For more information, 
visit www.curehunger.org, 
classy.org/campaign/hunger 
-action-month/c299182 or 
https://www.givepulse.com/ 
group/203410. 


WACT plans 

spring comedy 
Performances of “Play 

On!” by Rick Abbot and 


directed by Brett Robinson 
have been scheduled for the 


The (Northwest Indiana) 
Times reported. 

Yerga said the fire was 
caused by a homeowner 
burning things in a back- 
yard. 

“Open burning is prohibit- 
ed in Merrillville; residents 
need to burn fire wood in 
containers for recreation- 
al use only,’ Yerga said. 
“During this time of year, 
they also need to pay atten- 
tion to the weather. In 30 
mph winds, wind can easily 
carry flames or embers from 


weekend of Friday, April 
30 through Sunday, May 2 
at Southwood Jr.-Sr. High 
School, 564 Indiana 124. 
For more information, email 
brett.a.robinson! @outlook. 
com. 


Local clean-up 
days announced 


Mayor Scott Long said the 
city was working in conjunc- 
tion with the Wabash County 
Solid Waste Management 
District’s annual Spring Tox- 
Away Day. The city will offer 
curbside spring cleanup from 
Monday, May 3 through Fri- 
day, May 7. Piles for pickup 
should be no larger than 4 
feet by 8 feet for collection 
by the Street Department 
personnel. Wabash’s Tox- 
Away Day would be set from 
8am. to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
May 8, and that North Man- 
chester’s would be set from 
8am. to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
May 15. The gates will close 
“promptly” at 1 p.m. on both 
days. 


Grow Wabash County 
hosting Process 
Communication 
workshop 


Registration is now open 
for Grow Wabash County’s 


Process Communication 
Model (PCM) workshop 
scheduled for Monday, 


May 3 through Wednesday, 
May 5, at the Grow Wabash 
County office. Tuition for 
the workshop will be $600. 
The tuition fee will cover the 
participant’s course fees, an 
in-depth personalized PCM 
profile, and snacks and meals 
throughout the workshop. 
Those interested or repre- 
sentatives for their compa- 
nies can do so at www.grow 
wabashcounty.com/pcm 
workshop or by contacting 
Grow Wabash County by 
email info@growwabash 
county.com or by phone at 
260-563-5258. 


Indiana 15 lane 
closures to last 


through mid-summer 


Alternating lane closures 
are planned for Indiana 15. 
The work is happening be- 
tween Indiana 13 and Wed- 
cor Avenue. Widths will be 


a small fire into fields and 
create a massive brush fire. 
The ground dries out pretty 
quickly.” 

The fire sent thick smoke 
into southbound lanes of In- 
terstate 65. 

Yerga warned against dis- 
carding lit cigarettes on the 
ground. 

“It happens off I-65 when 
people flick cigarettes off 
into the brush and fires are 
started,’ Yerga said. “It’s 
dangerous. Wildfires are the 
No. 1 killer of firefighters.” 


restricted to 13 feet during 
the project and that loads 
wider than 13 feet should 
seek an alternate route using 
the nearest numbered state, 
U.S. or interstate routes. The 
work is scheduled to wrap up 
by mid-summer. 


COVID-19 testing 
continues at 
Parkview Wabash 


OptumServe will admin- 
ister free COVID-19 testing 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tues- 
days through Saturdays at 
Parkview Wabash Hospital 
“on an on-going basis.” Test- 
ing will take place at 8 John 
Kissinger Drive in the first- 
floor conference room of 
the Medical Office Building 
(MOB) adjoining Parkview 
Wabash Hospital. Testing 
site patrons should not use 
the MOB entrance or enter 
through the hospital, but in- 
stead, enter and exit through 
the designated entrance be- 
tween the two buildings. Sig- 
nage will mark the appropri- 
ate entrance, which is within 
a few steps of the conference 
room and testing site. 


DivorceCare 
meets Tuesdays 


DivorceCare, a 13-week 
DVD series sponsored by 
Wabash Friends Counseling 
Center, features some of the 
nation’s foremost Christian 
experts on topics concern- 
ing divorce and recovery, 
according to group leader 
Janet Quillen. The support 
group meets at 6:30 p.m. 
every Tuesday in the Con- 
ference Room in the Wabash 
Friends Counseling Center, 
3563 South State Road 13. 
Wearing a mask is required 
when entering. Quillen and 
members of the group meet 
for dinner at 5:30 p.m. at 
Subway, 1812 S. Wabash St., 
on State Road 15. For more 
information, call 260-563- 
8453, 877-350-1658, email 
office @ wabashfriends.org, 
call 260-571-5235 or visit 
www.divorcecare.org. 

Editor’s note: If you have an 
upcoming event to submit, please 
send it by email to news@wabash 
plaindealer.com no later than five 
days before the event itself. Please 
use complete sentences, Associat- 
ed Press style and Microsoft Word 
or PDF file formats. 
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COVID-19 deaths falling but 
‘must remain vigilant’ 


Americans 


By MARION RENAULT 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — U.S. deaths 
from COVID-19 are falling 
again as the nation continues 
to recover from the devastat- 
ing winter surge, a trend that 
experts are cautiously hope- 
ful will accelerate as more 
vulnerable people are vacci- 
nated. 

While new coronavirus in- 
fections and hospitalizations 
have plummeted, the decline 
in deaths from a January peak 
of about 4,500 hasn’t been 
quite as steep. But, now, af- 
ter weeks of hovering around 
2,000 daily deaths, that figure 
has dropped to about 1,400 
U.S. lives lost each day to 
coronavirus. 

“I am encouraged by these 
data but we must remain vigi- 
lant,’ Dr. Rochelle Walensky, 
director of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven- 
tion, said at Friday’s White 
House briefing. 

Public health experts say it’s 
too soon to say, definitively, 
what’s driving declines since 
the surge — but they suspect a 
post-holiday drop in traveling 
and indoor gatherings, wide- 
spread mask wearing and the 
vaccine rollout have all con- 
tributed. 

“We’re moving in the right 
direction,” said Harvard Med- 
ical School researcher Jag- 
preet Chhatwal. “I think a 
message of optimism is fair.” 

Walensky and others worry 


that a pandemic-weary pub- 
lic will let down its guard too 
soon. And they’re monitoring 
the spread of worrisome new 
versions of the virus. 

“We're all desperate to get 
done with this,” said Jeff Sha- 
man, who studies infectious 
disease at Columbia Univer- 
sity. “We’re not in a place 
where it’s safe as of yet.” 

Health care workers say 
they’ve seen it happen before 
— a crushing wave of illness 
and death, momentary relief 
from a drop in COVID-19 
cases, and then, another 
deadly surge. About 531,000 
Americans have died since 
the pandemic began a year 
ago. 

“Every time you thought 
you had an end, the number 
of cases went up,” said Dr. 
Mark Rosenberg, head of 
emergency medicine at St. 
Joseph’s Health in Paterson, 
New Jersey. 

For now, most forecasts 
show coronavirus deaths fall- 
ing further in coming weeks 
as more people get vaccines. 
More than 98 million doses 
have been given out since De- 
cember, and the pace is pick- 
ing up. 

“We expect it to continue to 
drive those deaths down even 
more,” said Johns Hopkins in- 
fectious disease expert Justin 
Lessler. 

As of this week, 62 percent 
of those 65 and older have 
gotten at least one dose, ac- 
cording to the CDC. That’s 


the age group that’s been 
hit the hardest and still ac- 
counts for the vast majority of 
COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. 

Increasingly better treat- 
ments for severe COVID-19 
will also continue to help, 
doctors say. 

“All of these things are com- 
ing together to put a dent in 
the problem,” said Dr. Lewis 
Nelson, an emergency medi- 
cine specialist at Rutgers New 
Jersey Medical School. 

The tally of coronavirus 
deaths often lags behind new 
infections and _hospitaliza- 
tions, since it can take a long 
time for someone to become 
seriously ill and die after con- 
tracting the virus. It can also 
take weeks for deaths to be 
added to the national count. 

“There’s sort of a longer 
tail, sadly, on death and dying 
from COVID-19,” said Bos- 
ton College public health ex- 
pert Dr, Philip J. Landrigan. 

If states continue lifting 
restrictions, health experts 
warn, we could see another 
deadly wave of illnesses. 

On Monday, Wyoming 
became the latest state in 
a growing list — including 
Texas, Mississippi, North 
Dakota, Iowa, Montana and 
Alabama — that has pulled 
mask requirements or plan to 
do so soon. Governors across 
the country have also eased 
restrictions on how many 
customers can be allowed in 
bars, restaurants, gyms and 
movie theaters. 


The property is located at 1620 to 1640 S. Wabash St. 
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Beer and Kitchens Plus, just 
south of Shady Lane Drive. 
Upon the 0.63-acre plot of 
land are two structures that 
will be used to house their 
supplies and “create a legacy 
of perpetuity for WACT.” 

Seaman said in total, the 
main building on the proper- 
ty features 9,900 square feet 
of space. The property also 
features a 1,260-square-foot 
pole frame building, as well 
as a large parking lot. 

“It took a lot of phone 
calls, several mailers and 
some follow-up conversa- 
tions, but we’re ecstatic to 
be able to say that we raised 
enough money to get a down 
payment on this property” 
Seaman said. “We also have 
enough money in reserves 
that we can continue to make 
payments on our mortgage, 
as well as make some im- 
provements to the property. 
But what’s also important is 
that we have a great Board 
of Directors and friends of 
WACT who offer plenty of 
expertise and services to 


46992. 


make this building the best 
that it can be for where we’re 
going.” 

Seaman said at this time, 
there aren’t any plans for 
WACT to create a perform- 
ing arts center on the proper- 
ty due to existing amenities 
in the area. 

“In terms of pledges, we 
have more than half of our 
needed money pledged at 
this time,” said WACT Board 
treasurer Howard Kaler. “We 
still have a ways to go to 
reach our initial $125,000 
goal, but we’ve had a great 
collection of core donors 
who have stepped up and 
made this dream a reality. 
We thank them for their gen- 
erosity and look forward to 
future donations from local 
individuals, organizations 
and businesses, as well as 
grant opportunities. We still 
have several naming op- 
portunities for the property, 
including building naming 
rights, for those who are in- 
terested in a gift like that.” 

Seaman said major donors 
on the project thus far have 
included The Ford Meter 
Box Foundation, Mark and 
Amy Ford, Redemption De- 


Provided photo 


velopment and the family 
and friends who have do- 
nated in honor of long-time 
WACT supporter Lois Koe- 
hler. 

Seaman said those who 
would like to support the 
project can do so by send- 
ing a check to Wabash Area 
Community Theater at P.O. 
Box 840, Wabash, IN 46992, 
with “Building” in the memo 
line. For those who would 
like to give online, a Go- 
FundMe page titled “WACT 
Building Fundraiser” has 
also been created for the 
project. It can be found on 
the Wabash Area Commu- 
nity Theater Facebook page 
or by searching on www. 
gofundme.com. 

Those who are interested 
in making a gift, but would 
like more information, may 
contact Vanderpool by email 
at vanderpob @ yahoo.com 
or call 765-661-8206; or 
contact Board Member Beth 
Miller by email at beth@ 
wabashmillers.com or by 
calling 260-568-1128. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain Deal- 
er editor, may be reached by email 
at rburgess@wabashplaindealer. 
com. 
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Bob and Nancy Moore were 
married March 20, 1971 at Calvary 
Baptist Church, where they contin- 
ued as members. She is the former 
Nancy Pretorius of Logansport and 
he is a native of Zionsville. Bob is 
a retired veterinarian and owner 
of Companion Animal Hospital 
as well as an amateur gardener. 
He enjoys starting his own seeds, 
canning, restoring Allis Chalmers 
tractors, working in his garage and 
spoiling his pets. Nancy's focus has 
been on supporting and loving her 
family and friends. She served for 
many years as a 4-H leader, has 
helped her children with multiple 
home projects, works as an altera- 
tions seamstress and also enjoys 
sewing and quilting. Their much 
loved posterity includes: 3 children 
Anne (Eric) Hackman of Michigan, 
Abigail (Scott) Rockhold of Wyoming and Alan (Kelie) Moore of LaFontaine. 
They have two grandchildren, Grant and Claudia. 

Please join us in helping the couple celebrate their Golden Anniversary 
with an open house on Saturday March 20, 2021 at the Church of Christ 
at Treaty from 3:00-7:00pm. The gift of your presence is present enough; 
however, if you would like to send the couple a card please address it to: 
Bob and Nancy Moore, Church of Christ at Treaty, 6793 S 50 E, Wabash, IN 
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Floyd family agrees to $27M 
settlement amidst ex-cop’s trial 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — 
The city of Minneapolis on 
Friday agreed to pay $27 
million to settle a civil law- 
suit from George Floyd’s 
family over the Black man’s 
death in police custody, as 
jury selection continued in a 
former officer’s murder trial. 

Council members met pri- 
vately to discuss the settle- 
ment, then returned to public 
session for a unanimous vote 
in support of the massive 
payout. It easily surpassed 
the $20 million the city ap- 
proved two years ago to the 
family of a white woman 
killed by a police officer. 

Floyd family attorney Ben 
Crump called it the larg- 
est pretrial settlement ever 
for a civil rights claim, and 
thanked city leaders for 
“showing you care about 
George Floyd.” 

“Its going to be a long 
journey to justice. This is 
just one step on the jour- 
ney to justice,’ Crump said. 
“This makes a statement 
that George Floyd deserved 
better than what we wit- 
nessed on May 25, 2020, 
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for 25 people in the swim- 
ming portion of the extreme 
triathlon, some of which 
would individuals, while 
others would be a part of 
teams. 

Jones said they want- 
ed to use the Honeywell 
Pool instead of the pool at 
the YMCA because of the 
Olympic length and width. 

Hall said a typical pool 
season closes once the 
school year starts in early 
August. 

Hall said if they were to 
close the pool in early Au- 
gust, they would have to 
keep the pool open for an- 
other month running com- 
pletely. 

Visit Wabash County ex- 
ecutive director Christine 
Flohr said she couldn’t 
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that George Floyd’s life mat- 
tered, and that by extension, 
Black lives matter.” 

“Even though my brother 
is not here, he’s here with 
me in my heart,’ Philonise 
Floyd said. “If I could get 
him back, I would give all 
this back.” 

L. Chris Stewart, another 
attorney who worked with 
the family, said the size of 
the settlement “changes 
evaluations and civil rights 
for a Black person when 
they die.” 

“And what happens is that 
trickles down to decisions in 
the communities across this 
country. When there is a city 
council or a mayor deciding, 
‘Oh, should we get rid of 
no-knock warrants, should 
we get rid of chokeholds, 
do we want to change these 
policies?’ They have 27 mil- 
lion reasons now why they 
should. And that will make 
decisions happen. That will 
make accountability hap- 
pen.” 

The settlement includes 
$500,000 for the south Min- 
neapolis neighborhood that 


commit to a dollar amount 
without knowing the de- 
tails, but they may be able 
to help with the associated 
costs should their request be 
approved. 

During Wednesday’s 
meeting, Hall said it was 
difficult to find lifeguards 
by the end of the season, so 
keeping the pool open for 
the entire month between 
the traditional close and the 
event was not feasible. 

“They’re leaving for 
school, college,” said Hall. 
“I don’t think that’s a good 
idea.” 

Hall said they could con- 
sider invoicing Visit Wa- 
bash County for the costs 
associated with keeping the 
pool open, for which he es- 
timated a $1,000 as being 
“plausible.” 

Hall said the costs for the 
extra time open would in- 
clude power, chemicals and 
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includes the 38th and Chica- 
go intersection that has been 
blocked by barricades since 
his death, with a massive 
metal sculpture and murals 
in his honor. The city didn’t 
immediately say how that 
money would be spent. 

Floyd was declared dead 
on May 25 after Derek 
Chauvin, who is white, 
pressed his knee against his 
neck for about nine min- 
utes. Floyd’s death sparked 
sometimes violent protests 
in Minneapolis and beyond 
and led to a national reckon- 
ing on racial justice. 

City Council President 
Lisa Bender choked up as 
she addressed a news con- 
ference about the settlement, 
saying she knew “no amount 
of money” could bring 
Floyd back. 

“I just want you to know 
how deeply we are with 
you,” she said to Floyd’s 
family members. 

Floyd’s family filed the 
federal civil rights lawsuit in 
July against the city, Chau- 
vin and three other fired offi- 
cers charged in his death. 


paying for the lifeguards. 

Hall said during a typical 
June and July the costs were 
more stable, but that by the 
end of the season the needs 
for chemicals increased. 

“It’s hard to keep things 
steady. It’s a constant ad- 
justment,” said Hall. 

As no representative from 
Visit Wabash County was 
present during Wednes- 
day’s meeting, an emer- 
gency Parks board meet- 
ing has been scheduled for 
7 p.m. Wednesday, March 
17 to make a final decision 
on keeping the pool open 
for an extra month for the 
event. 

Also, the next Parks Board 
regular monthly meeting is 
set for 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 14. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain 
Dealer editor, may be reached by 
email at rburgess@wabashplain 
dealer.com. 
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Hours: 
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260-563-2123 


473 S. Miami St., Wabash ¢ www.doraischevy.com 
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AT&T TV: Requires high speed Internet, Recommend minimum Intemes 25 plan for optimal viewing ( 
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AT&T and the Glebe logo are registered tradernar ais and sevice nats of AT&T Intellectual Property. Al other marks are the property of their respective owners, 
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Special Notice 


welder 150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE 


ENJOYING A NEW SHOWER 
IS EASIER THAN YOU THINK 


FREE IN-HOME 


DESIGN CONSULTATION 
CALL TODAY 


newshowerdeal.com/hoosier | 855-475-0534 


Special Notice 


Blazing Fast 
Internet! 


ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY 


BRING EVERYTHING 
YOU LOVE TOGETHER! 19:3 


2-YEAR TV PRICE 
_ GUARANTEE 


$2099 mom America's Top 120 Package 
cum 047 190 CHANNELS 
Aina Including Local Channels! 


FREE 


STREAMING 
ON ALL 
YOUR DEVICES 


SMART 
HD DVR 
INCLUDED 


VOICE 
REMOTE 


@s Hey Google 


CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card Promo code: DisH100 


1-855-551-8162 d:sh A 


Offer ends 7/14/21. 


“All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 
Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification. 


Auction Sales 


PUBLIC AUCTION 


Sunday, March 21, 2021 @ 11AM 


2902 W. Old Stone Rd., Peru, IN 
We will sell the following personal property located in Miami County at 2902 
W. Old Stone Rd., Peru, IN. Directions: Take US 24 to Eel River Cemetery Rd. 
and turn south. Follow to Blair Pike Rd. and turn right. Follow to 250 W. and 
turn left. Follow to Old Stone Rd. and t urn right. Follow to site. 
Watch for Snyder & Lange auction signs. 


Chevy Pick-up Truck, Appliances, Furniture, Tools, & Household 
Chevy 1500 truck (4x4, newer tires, extended cab), craftsman tool chest, air 
compressor, Craftsman table saw , Craftsman miter saw., cordless saw/ drill set, 
compound miter saw, power tools, hand tools, socket sets, parts bins, rollers, small 
scaffolding set, saws saw, Craftsman wrenches, 12 ft. fiberglass step ladder, 8ft. 
fiberglass step ladder, extension ladder, garden tools, battery charger, Skil saw, copper 
pipe, plumbing, fishing poles, tackle box, fishing lures , tiller, gas walk behind weed 
trimmer, weed eater, wall gas heater, Flex Lite pressure tank, leaf blower, refrigerator, 
chest deep freeze, dorm refrigerator’, dining room table w/ 6 chairs, (3) wood bar 
stools, bedroom suite, electronic equipment) sound system, microphones, speakers, 
fans, computer desk, computer, kitchen items, household items, bedding, linens, 
walking sticks, Apple phones, Keurig coffee maker , microwave, leather coats, security 
camera set, sweepers and more. 

Note: This is a live onsite auction, conducted outdoors to allow for social distancing. 
This is just a partial listing! See photos at auctionzip.com (enter !0#11648). No Buyer’s 
Premium at our auctions. 

Terms of Sale: Cash or Check with proper ID. Any statements made day of sale takes 
precedence over printed matter. All sales are final. Not Responsible for accidents . 


Owner: Mrs. Sharon Armstrong 
aS pE Snyder Lange 
Jerry Snyder AU01021443 


Auctioneering 
(260)330-3025 


Fred Lange AU010400122 
(260)359-8445 


SERVICES 


1 
aB 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
GARAGE/ 
ESTATE SALE 
EMPLOYMENT 


Administrative 


The City of Marion 
will be accepting 
applications through 
Friday, March 26th 
2021 for the 
following position: 


City of Marion Park 
Department is 
seeking applicants 
for a part-time Event 
Coordinator/Admin 
Asst. 


Job responsibilities: 


Special Notice 


Wabash Plain Dealer 


To Place Your Classified Ad Today Call... 


1-800-955-7888 


and press 2 


MERCHANDISE 


HAL Nili 


H ilil M 


Administrative 


Under general direc- 
tion, performs office 
duties; type corres- 
pondence, reports 
and records; main- 
tains filing system; 
assists with events 
and garden house 
rentals. 


Qualifications: Any 
combination of edu- 
cation, training and 
experience which 
provides the neces- 
sary skills, know- 
ledge and abilities to 
perform the work of 
this position. Ex- 
ample of qualified 
candidate is one 
who has training or 
experience in typing, 
computers, book- 
keeping, and office 
procedures. 


Administrative 


To apply: 

Mail application 
(available on our 
website at www.city- 
ofmarion.in.gov) to 
City of Marion, Attn: 
Human Resources, 
301 S. Branson St., 
Marion, IN 46952. 


PERU UTILITIES 


PERU, INDIANA 


POSITION 
AVAILABLE 


Peru Utilities is seek- 
ing qualified applic- 
ants for the full-time 
position of Regulat- 
ory Administrative 
Assistant. 

The applicant should 
have the ability to 
provide specialized 
support to the Divi- 
sion of Water Man- 
agement Depart- 


DENTAL insurance 


Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. It helps cover over 350 procedures — from 
cleanings and fillings to crowns and dentures. 


See any dentist you want, 
but save more with one in our network 
e No deductible, no annual maximum 
e Immediate coverage for preventive care 


Call to get your FREE Information Kit 


1-844-244-7025 


or visit dental5Oplus.com/hoosier 


Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product not available in all 
states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for 
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250; PA: C2500); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: PISOGA; NY: PISONY; OK: P1500K; 
TN: PISOTN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B4398). 


6255 


General Help 


DO YOU GET EXCITED ABOUT... 


Using your hands 


Being outdoors 


Fast-paced work environments 


Stability and security 


Excellent pay 


Benefits 


If so, contact Ryon Derickson, at 260-356-1621, 
about installation career opportunities with 
W. A. Zimmer Company. 


**Applicants must possess a strong character, 
great work ethic, and clean driving record** 


Administrative 


ment regarding re- 
porting, data collec- 
tion, data entry, 
laboratory analyses, 
and testing of raw 
and treated 
wastewater and pro- 
cess media and en- 
sures compliance 
with applicable fed- 
eral, state, and local 
laws, with a primary 
focus on documents 
necessary to sup- 
port regulatory sub- 
missions and quer- 
ies from regulatory 
agencies. 
Proficiency in 
Microsoft Office ap- 
plications is re- 
quired. High School 
diploma required, 
experience perform- 
ing work of similar 
nature in a regulat- 
ory setting preferred. 
Must obtain a 

Class II Municipal 
Wastewater Treat- 
ment License and 
the Indiana Depart- 
ment of Environ- 
mental Manage- 
ment Laboratory 
Class II Certification. 
Before any offer of 
employment, the 
candidate must sub- 
mit to a physical ex- 
amination, drug test, 
and background 
check. 

The position 
includes an excel- 
lent wage and bene- 
fits package. Inquir- 
ies will be answered 
only during the inter- 
view process. 


Submit resume or 
application no later 
than March 22, 
2021, to Peru Utilit- 
ies, PO Box 67, 
Peru, IN 46970, Attn: 
Brenda Tillett, Exec. 
Asst / HR Adminis- 
trator or e-mail to 
btillett@peruutilities. 
com Applications 
and complete job de- 
scription can be 
found on Peru 

Utilities’ website at 
www.peruutilities.com 


Classifieds 
MakejA\Cash 


Gonnection! 


Special Notice 


Your savings could 
be even more! 


Professional 


Project Director 
for Grant 
Implementation and 
Management 


Will assume overall 
responsibility for the 
implementation and 
management of 
grant. Includes 
increasing access to 
community mental 
and substance use 
disorder treatment 
services in Indiana 
ensuring 24/7 crisis 
intervention 
services to the full 
spectrum of mental 
illnesses. 


- Must have Masters 
in Social Work or 
MSW with LMHC 


- Salary range $42- 
$52,000 


- Hours: Full time; 
mostly daytime 
hours M-F 


- Excellent benefits 
package 


Qualified applicants 
apply at Grant- 
Blackford Mental 
Health, Inc., 505 N. 
Wabash Ave., 
Marion, IN 46952 
www.cornerstone.org 
EOE 


General Help 


FRANKFORT 
Co-Alliance 

Indian Trails 

Now Hiring Full Time 
and Seasonal Help 
Must have Valid 
Driver’s License 

or CDL 

Call 765-325-2800 
Located at SR 47 
and US 421 


Marion, IN 

Drivers Wanted! 
Looking for 
Independent 
Contract Drivers 

in the Marion & 
surrounding areas. 
For non-emergency 
medical trans- 
portation. Full- 
time. Must have 
drug screen & 
background check. 
For more 

info please call 
Necessities Trans- 
portation Mon-Fri 
765-607-1288 


No No Clipping Required. 


ON AVERAGE, AARP MEMBERS ENJOY 


| $449 SAVINGS | 


ON AUTO INSURANCE 


when they switch from companies like 


| GEICO, State Farm and Allstate | 


Call The Hartford 
1-855-765-2508 


eg ey tee ees a 


The AARP® Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford.' 


AARP ioen < 
Programon fa 


General Help 


The City of Marion 
will be accepting ap- 
plications through 
Friday, March 12th, 
2021 for the follow- 
ing position: 


The City of Marion is 
seeking an energet- 
ic, self-motivated in- 
dividual for a full- 
time Code Enforce- 
ment Officer. 


Job responsibilities: 
Responsible for the 
enforcement of City 
codes and ordin- 
ances; conducts in- 
vestigations and 
makes reports for 
code violations; per- 
forms other duties 
assigned by the 
Building Commis- 
sioner. 


Qualifications: Any 
combination of edu- 
cation, training and 
experience which 
provides the neces- 
sary skills, know- 
ledge and abilities to 
perform the work of 
this position; must 
possess valid 
driver’s license. 


To apply: Complete 
an application (avail- 
able on our website: 
www.cityofmarion.in. 
gov) and mail to City 
of Marion, Attn: Hu- 
man Resources, 301 
S. Branson St., Mari- 
on, IN 46952. 


P N 
PizzaHut 
FRANKFORT 
HIRING DRIVERS 


Contactless delivery 
Full or Part Time 
Flexible Hours 
Earn up to $20/hr 
Earn, learn, grow, make fiends, 
We train for success! 
No prior delivery experience required 
Apply at: 
Jobs.PizzaHut.com 


Sell your unwanted 


items quickly with 
a classified ad. 


Call The Hartford now to request a FREE money-saving quote. 


1-855-765-2508 


No coupon necessary. 


Not an AARP member? If you're 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today! 


PERGOLAS 
PATIO ROOFS 


AWNINGS 
SUNROOMS 


Www.wazimmer.com 


QO © © 


es SALE 


ONG SPRE E 


AARP Auto Insurance “$f 
Program imm 


THe 
WARTFORD 


FREE duffle bag when you 
request your free quote!* 


AARP and its affiliates are not Insurers. Pald endorsement. The Hartford pays royally fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general 
purposes of AARP. AARP membership Is required for Program eligibility In most states, The AARP Automobile Insuranoe Program fom The Hartford is underwritten by 
Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. R is underwritten In CA by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company: in WA, 
by Hartford Casualty Insurance Company; in MN, by Sentinel Insurance Company; and in MA, MI and PA, by Trumbull Insurance Company. Auto is currenty unavailable 
in Canada and U.S, Territories or possessions. Specific features, credits and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state filings and 
applicable law. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify, 

‘In Texas, the Auto Program is underwritten by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company, through Hartford Fire General Agency, Hartford Fire Insurance 
Company and its affiliates are not financially responsible for insurance products underwritten and issued by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company. 
“Savings amounts based on information reported by customers who switched to The Hartford from other carriers between 1/1/19 and 12/31/19. Your savings may 
vary. First Accident Forgiveness is not available to CA policyholders, Terms and conditions apply. “Gift Is a limited time offer and not available in all states. Email 
address required in most states. Allow 4-7 weeks for delivery. Bottle not included. “Based on customer experience reviews shared online at wwei.thehartiord.com/aarp 
as of June 2020, 


006131 


ASSIFIEDS 


Wabash Plain Dealer 


Legals 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

The Wabash County Solid Waste Manage- 
ment District Citizens Advisory Committee 
meeting, scheduled for Thursday, March 18th 
at 3:30 p.m., in the District Office, at 1101 
Manchester Avenue, Wabash, Indiana, has 
been cancelled. This meeting has been res- 
cheduled for Thursday March 25th, 2021 at 
3:30 p.m., in the District Office, at 1101 
Manchester Avenue, Wabash, Indiana. 
HSPAXLP.03/13/2021 


Legals 


NOTICE OF 

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

IN THE WABASH CIRCUIT COURT 

OF WABASH COUNTY, INDIANA 

DOCKET NO. 85C01-2101-EU-000006 
Notice is hereby given that ANNE E. BELL was 
on the 25th day of January, 2021, appointed 
personal representative of the estate of 
GREGORY D. BELL, deceased, who died on 
the 18th day of December, 2020, and was au- 
thorized to administer his estate without Court 
supervision. 

All persons who have claims against this es- 
tate, whether or not now due, must file those 
claims in the office of the Clerk of the Wabash 
Circuit Court within three (3) months after the 
date of the first publication of this notice, or 
within nine (9) months after the decedent's 
death, whichever is earlier, or those claims will 
be forever barred. 

Dated at Wabash, Indiana, 

this 25th day of January, 2021. 

/s/Lori J. Draper (SEAL) 

Clerk, Wabash Circuit Court 

Matthew P. Hayes 

Attorney for Personal Representative 
Attorney No. 32002-02 

GORDON & ASSOCIATES 

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

119 East Oak Forest Drive 

Bluffton, IN 46714 

(260) 824-9377 

HSPAXLP.03/06,03/13/2021 


Legals 


DES. #: 1801915 

NOTICE OF VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING 
AND PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE 

The Indiana Department of Transportation and 
City of Wabash will host two events to inform 
residents and solicit feedback about the pro- 
posed Local Trax Railroad Grade Separation 
project. 

A virtual Zoom meeting, including a presenta- 
tion, will be on Tuesday, March 9, 2021, start- 
ing at 6 p.m. The meeting is open to everyone 
at www.zoom.com using meeting ID 996 2544 
3409 and passcode 594249. 

An in-person public open house will be hosted 
on Tuesday, March 16, 2021, from 6 to 7 p.m. 
at the Eagles Theater in the fourth-floor ball- 
room. There will be displays and representat- 
ives available to answer residents’ questions 
throughout the open house. 

The purpose of the project is to improve safety 
and mobility by addressing the adverse effects 
of the current at-grade crossings. By construct- 
ing a bridge to carry the motorists and pedes- 
trians over the railroad, safety is greatly im- 
proved by reducing the potential for train, 
vehicle and pedestrian collisions while simul- 
taneously providing unobstructed north-south 
access, reducing delays in emergency re- 
sponse times. 

The project study area includes Wabash Street 
to the west, the Wabash River to the east, Elm 
Street to the north and E. Main Street to the 
south. Six “build” alternatives and one “no 
build” alternative were analyzed. The engin- 
eers report updated in June 2020 determined 
that constructing the overpass at East Street 
best met the purpose of the project. The City 
and INDOT have proposed closing the railroad 
intersections at Spring, Huntington and Thorne 
streets once construction is complete. Special 
consideration was given to minimize impacts to 
cultural and historic resources. 

There will be temporary and permanent right- 
of-way that will be acquired for this project. 
Construction is estimated to begin in 2023. 
Additional project information is available at 
www.cityofwabash.com/traxproject. Those who 
wish to submit questions in advance can do so 
on the webpage and/or via the City’s social 
media accounts: Facebook 
@WabashIndiana85 and Instagram @wa- 
bashindiana. 

The public open house will follow Indiana State 
Department of Health (ISDH) guidance for 
health and safety protocols. Project team 
members will wear face masks and/or cover- 
ings and attendees are encouraged to do so. 
Face masks, hand sanitizer and access to 
hand washing facilities will be provided. Social 
distancing guidelines will be adhered to, includ- 
ing monitoring the number of attendees parti- 
cipating to comply with local regulations. 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabil- 
ity Act (ADA) and with advance notice, INDOT 
can provide accommodation for persons with 
disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 
such as sign language interpretation, large 
print materials and/or other related services. If 
you are an individual with a disability or repres- 
ent an ADA stakeholder group and require ac- 
commodation related to participating at the 
public open house, you are encouraged to con- 
tact Erin Pipkin at erin@compassoutreachsolu- 
tions.com or (317) 966-7301. 
HSPAXLP.03/06,03/13/2021 


Special Notice 


General Help General Help 
PAGE'S DIESEL & 

AUTOMOTIVE 

210 N MAIN ST HIRING 
JONESBORO IN 

NOW HIRING Coomler 
DRIVERS Contracting Inc. 
DRIVERS: is seeking 
*Must be over 21 

years of age FOREMAN 
*Must be able to ee 
pass DOT physical f 
*Experience or 
preferred 


* General 
Contracting 
* Site Excavation 
* Utility Work 
* Hauling 


COMPETITIVE 
WAGES 
ROOM FOR 
ADVANCEMENT 


(765) 860-5635 


*Must have clean 
background & 
driving records 


WE OFFER: 
*Company matched 
IRA Retirement 
Benefits 

*Paid vacations 
*Paid holidays 
*Paid uniforms 


APPLY IN PERSON 


@ 210 N MAIN ST coomlercontract- 


JONESBORO IN ing@ gmail.com 
OR EMAIL 
RESUME TO: 


pagesdiesel@ yahoo.com Careers are made 


White Space Sells 


Auction Sales 


in the Classifieds... 
Find One Today! 


WABASH, IN | WABASH CO. 


ONLINE 


AUCTION 


at halderman.com 


March 31*, 8:00 am - 6:00 pm est 
PRODUCTIVE CROPLAND & HUNTING 


PROPERTY LOCATION 
Intersection of CR 750 W and SR 124, 
7 miles southwest of Wabash, IN 


+/- total 
acres 


Near Mississinewa Reservoir 


N& AJ JORDAN: 317.697.3086 

N N J 

LY a LARRY JORDAN: 765.473.5849 
LN 

800.424.2324 | halderman.com 


JON ROSEN: 260.740.1846 


HLS# AJJ-12604 
Auctioneer: Russell D. Harmeyer IN Auct. Lic. #4U10000277, HRES IN 
Auct. Lic. #4069200019, OWNER: THOMAS & BETTY DANIEL FARM 


Legals 


NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE 

Sheriffs Sale File Number 85-21 -0007-SS 
Sale Date & Time of Sale: 

April 13, 2021 at 10:00 AM 

Cause Number 85C01-2010-MF-000676 
Judgment to be Satisfied $96,551.98 

Plaintiff Village Capital & Investment, LLC 
Defendant William G. Kramer, deceased; et al 
TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN 
DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE AND 

ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 

By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me 
directed from the Clerk of Superior/Circuit 
Court of Wabash County, Indiana requiring me 
to make the sum as provided for in said De- 
cree with interest and cost, | will expose at 
public sale to the highest bidder, at the hour of 
10:00 AM of said day as listed above, at the 
Wabash County Sheriff's Department, 79 W 
Main St, Wabash, IN, the fee simple of the 
whole body of Real Estate in Wabash County, 
Indiana: 

Lot Number 46 in Section "C" of Bonbrook, an 
addition to the City of Wabash, Indiana, the 
plat of which is recorded in Plat Book 5, page 
68 in the Office of the Recorder of Wabash 
County, Indiana. 

Commonly known as: 

125 Highland Drive, Wabash, IN 46992-2127 
State Parcel Number: 
85-14-40-121-078.000-009 

Together with rents, issues, income and profits 
thereof, said sale will be made without relief 
from valuation or appraisement laws. This No- 
tice shall also represent service of Notice of 
Sale of the above-described real estate upon 
the owners, pursuant to requirements of 

IC 32-29-7-3. 

Ryan Baker, Sheriff of Wabash County 
Township Noble Township 

Common Street Address: 

125 Highland Drive, Wabash, IN 46992-2127 
Parcel Number Property Tax ID: 
85-14-40-121-078.000-009 

Attorney Brian C. Berger 

Attorney Number 19753-45 

Law Firm Codilis Law, LLC 

Contact Number (219) 736-5579 

Contact Email sales@codilis.com 

Atty File Number 1035734 

The Sheriff's office does not warrant the accur- 
acy of the commonly known street address. It 
is the buyer's responsibility to research the leg- 
al description and associated legal filings. 
PLEASE SERVE: 

Nancy S. Kramer, 125 Highland Drive, 
Wabash, IN 46992-2127 

Nancy S. Kramer, 2601 Covington Commons 
Drive, Apt 105 , Fort Wayne, IN 46804-7342 
PERSONAL or COPY 
HSPAXLP.02/27,03/06,03/1 3/2021 


Business 


¢ Inspect 

NN o Detect 

Amish Crew g o Correct 
wants to do 

Pole Barns ¢ Roofing 

Siding * Remodel 
Redo Old Barns 
Decks e% Free 
Estimates 


Swiss Builders LLC 
Cell: 260-438-2508 
or 765-985-3312 


Wabash & Miami Counties 
#1 Pest Control Company 


260-563-5899 
1-800-634-5733 


Free Inspections 
With Estimates 


www.americanpestpros.com 


Supplements Plans 


SAVE AS MUCH AS 
600-1200/ut 


for new 
and existing 
medicare 
supplement policy 
Holders. 
New cost 
savings plans. 
* FREE QUOTES 
* NO OBLIGATION 
e TRUSTED 
CARRIERS 
e PERSONALIZED 
RESULTS. 
(765) 472-2291 


tom@kirkinsurancegroup.com 
www. kirkinsurancegroup.com 


To bea 
part of this 
directory 


General Help 


Nutrien 


Ag Solutions 


or the ability to 
obtain Ag CDL. 
Company will pay 
for expenses. 


customers and 
driving tender 
trucks to 
customer fields. 
-Pre-employment 


all safety gear; 
PPE/clothing/steel 
toe workboots 


Contact information 
Matt Getts 

Office phone 
765)395-7772 
Email 

matt.getts@ nutrien 
com 


Skilled Trade 


PIPE WELDER 
FULL TIME 
Certified Pipe 
Welder with at least 
2 yrs. experience. 
Mig, stick, and 
metal core. 

Must pass a weld 
certification test 
before employment. 
Health insurance & 
401(k), day shift 
only. 


Send resume 

to: Thrush Co., Inc. 
PO Box 228 Peru, IN 
46970 All inquiries 


held in confidence. 


Electrical / IT 
Foreman 


Purpose of Position: 
Electrical and IT 
work as part of a 
team, or alone, 
using a variety of 
skills to install, 
repair, wire and 
maintain industrial 
and office equip., 
commercial 
buildings and 
aggregate facilities, 
in accordance with 
established imi and 
governmental 
agencies’ policies 
and procedures. 


Key Responsibilities: 


e Maintain electrical 
and IT equipment for 
assigned locations. 


* Train employees 
on proper electrical 
applications and 
safety. 


e Perform routine 
electrical mainten- 
ance and perform 
repairs as needed. 


e Assist with 
electrical renovation, 
rewiring for plant, 
building projects 


e Program, install 

and understand 

PLC/PC controls 
systems. 


e Read and under- 
stand diagrams, 
drawings, blueprints, 
maintenance manu- 


Skilled Trade 


als and schematic 
diagrams. 


Requirements: 


* High School 
diploma, or G.E.D., 
required. 


e Vocational or 
college training 
preferred; minimum 
2-4 years of 
electrical/IT 
experience required. 


e Valid driver’s 
license 


e Must be able to 
work flexible shifts, 
including Saturdays 

if required. 


e Must be able to 
travel through out 
the assigned region 
(vehicle provided) 


e Must be able to lift 
up to 75lbs, 
frequent bending, 
squatting and 
overhead reaching 
required. 


Apply by going to: 
Jobs @irvmat.com 
Subject: Electrician 


People Seeking 
Employment 


Discount 
Handyman! 


Hauling, Garage 
Clean-Outs 


Yard Clean-Up, 
Roofing 


Pressure Washing, 
Fences 


Gutters and 
Odd Jobs 


765-618-0717 


MARION 

Lady looking to 
CLEAN HOUSES. 
Experienced, 
Affordable and Good 
References 

Leave message at 
765-602-3054 


PATTON'S 
CUSTOM 

TOUCH PAINTING 
& CLEANING 
SERVICES 


* Fully Insured 
* Low Rates 
* Interior & Exterior 


20 Years of 
Experience 


Call 
765-517-2392 


PETS 


Cats/Dogs/Pets 


North Manchester 
Standard Poodles 
For Sale. 

Call for pictures. 
Vet checked, 
wormed & all shots. 
Call 260-578-2085 


FARM 


MERCHANDISE 
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Auction Sales 


MARION 

James Underwood 
Estate & Others 
Auction, Sat. Mar. 13 
10 am, 5243 S 
Adams St., Marion — 
Nice furniture, 
household, large 
Swarovski col., 
Funko col., leather 
stamping tools, 
collectibles, 
primitives, tools, 
Toro lawn tractor, 
misc. 

Price-Leffler 
Auctioneers 
AC63003873 
765-674-4818 
www.priceleffler.com 


Sporting Goods 


GUN & KNIFE 
SHOW 
Portland, IN 

at the J County 
4H Fair Grounds 
Saturday March 20th 
9:00 - 5:00 

Sunday March 21st 
9:00 - 3:00 
Admission $5.00 
Parking is Free 

For more information 
call (765)993-8942 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


Unfurnished 
Apartments 


Marion 

NOW LEASING 
Providence Place 
Senior Community, 
Available now! 
Lower Level 
Wheelchair 
accessible & 
hearing 

impaired units 

1 Bdrm, income 
based, controlled 
building access, 
must be 62 or older, 
free water, sewer 

& trash, pet friendly, 
cable ready, laundry, 


library, 
computer 
room, 

aan | TY:711 

765-664-5957 

Marion 

Spacious 

Luxur 

2 BR street level, 

good storage, 

basement, 

New Carpet, 

Large deck, 

off street parking. 

625 mo. 

NO PETS 

NO SMOKING 

WITH WASHER 

& DRYER 

317-506-1102 


MARION 


2 Bdrm 
Condos 


Call for 
Availability 


765-662-3460 


Peru, IN 

Upper two bedroom 
apartment, $490 
per month plus 
electric, $300 
damage deposit, at 
371 West 12 St, 
Apt. 15 

Call 765-469-2430 
leave message. 


FRANKFORT, IN 
Newer, 2 bedroom, 
lower apartment 
$130.00 weekly OR 
$560.00 monthly 
608 N Gentry St. 
765-654-8771 


CLUTTER? 
HAVE A GARAGE SLE 


ADVERTISE IN CLASSIFIEDS 


TODAY! 


March 13-14, 2021 


Unfurnished 
Apartments 


MARION 


Studio 509 E 
Bradford St: $90/wk; 
basic utilities 
included 


Studio 605 W 3rd St; 
$80/wk; tenant pays 
electric 


Studio 613 W 
Spencer St; 
$100/wk; basic 
utilities included 


1 BR 215 E 3rd St; 
$150/wk; basic 
utilities included 


1 BR 616 S Boots 
St; $80/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


1 BR 3190 E 100 N; 
$100/wk; tenant 
pays electric & trash 


1 BR (duplex) 210 S 
Branson St; 
$100/wk; tenant 
pays all utilities 


1BR613 W 
Spencer Ave; 
$125/wk; basic 
utilities included 


1 BR (duplex) 1606 
W Jeffras St; 
$100/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


1 BR 1020 W 3rd St; 
$110/wk; basic 
utilities included 


2 BR 215 E 3rd St; 
$170/wk; basic 
utilities included 


2 BR 509 E 
Bradford St; 
$165-175/wk; 
basic utilities 
included 


2 BR 605 W 3rd St; 
$140/wk; basic 
utilities included 


2 BR 616 S Boots 
St; $90/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


2 BR 624 S Boots 
St; $100/wk; basic 
utilities included 


3 BR 616 S Boots 
St; $110/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


JONESBORO 

2 BR 224 E 10th St; 
$120/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


Call us at 
765-662-1499 or 
visit our website 
www.hoosierrental 
group.com for 
more information 


FRANKFORT, IN 
One bedroom, 
upper apartment 

All utilities furnished 
$130.00 weekly OR 
$560.00 monthly 
352 S Jackson 
765-654-8771 


FRANKFORT, IN 

2 bedroom, 

upper apartment 

All utilities furnished 
$150.00 weekly OR 
$650.00 monthly 
652 N Gentry St. 
765-654-8771 


Furnished 
Apartments 


FRANKFORT, IN 
Efficiency apartment 
All utilities furnished 
$120.00/week plus 
$50.00 deposit 
1408 E Wabash St 
765-654-8771 


MARION 

Mason Village 

1 bedroom 
furnished apt, cable, 
& utilities included 1 
month free internet. 
Starting at $165 a 
week. No Pets 
765-673-5000 


Homes for Rent 


FRANKFORT, IN 

3 bedroom house 
$180.00 weekly OR 
$780.00 monthly 
554 S Play Street 
765-654-8771 


A9 


Homes for Rent 
MARION 


2 BR 1030 N 
Branson St; 
$350/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


2 BR 2900 E 
Bradford Pk; 
$600/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


2 BR 920 S Boots 
St; $300/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


2 BR 1625 W 9th St; 
$550/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


2 BR 120 North E St; 
$500/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR 936 N Horton 
St; $500/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR 2819 S Boots 
St; $600/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR 501 W 1st St; 
$500/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR 915 Mason 
Blvd; $600/mo; 
tenant pays all 
utilities 


4BR523E 
Swayzee St; 
$650/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


GAS CITY 

2 BR 318 E South C 
St; $600/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR 412 E South C 
St; $700/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


Call us at 
765-662-1499 or 
visit our website 
www.hoosierrental 
group.com for more 
information 


People 
DO Read 
Small Ads. 


You Did! 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 
Wanted to Buy Real 

Estate 


MOBILE HOMES 
Do you have a 
mobile home you 
want to sell? 
Contact us at 
574-218-3300, call 
or text. We buy 

& sell used mfg 
homes. Look 
forward to hearing 
from you! 


Sell Your 


Classifieds! 


Monuments/ 
Cemeteries 


FRANKFORT 

2 lots for sale 
STATUE OF CHRIST 
located in 
MEMORIAL 

Lot #232 

B SECTION 

Plots 5&6 
Greenlawn Cematary 
$1500 for the both or 
best offer 

Call Carol Rawles 
941-586-8033 


MARION 

2 Spaces at 
Gardens 

of Memory. 
Hymns section. 
$1100.00 

for both plots. 
765-673-4828 


TRANSPORTATION 


FINANCIAL 


LEGALS 


Wanted to Rent/Buy/Trade 


PAYING CASH FOR 


old bottles of 


Whiskey, Bourbon, 
Rye, Scotch, Rum, etc. 


ONLY FULL & SEALED!! 
Call (317)694-2838 


Legals 


NOTICE OF PUBLICATION 
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF BARROW 


COUNTY 


STATE OF GEORGIA 


IN RE: Petition of 


Michael Shawn Murdock 
To adopt Tristen Robert Reist 


Adoption Petition 
Minor child 

No. 21A- 03-W 

To Terry Dale Collier 


You, are hereby notified that the above-styled 
action seeking the termination of parental 
rights for the minor child was filed on January 
28, 2021, and that by reason you are hereby 
notified that a hearing to terminate your parent- 
al rights is to be held on May 5, 2021 at 9:00 
am in the Superior Court of Barrow County, 
652 Barrow Park Drive, Winder, Georgia. 
Witnesseth the Honorable Wayne D. McLock- 
lin, Superior Court of Barrow County. 

This 10 day of March 2021 


Janie Jones 


Clerk of Superior Court 

Barrow County, Georgia 

Piedmont Judicial Circuit 
HSPAXLP.03/13,03/20,03/27/2021 
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Time and 
technology 
change how 

twins 
communicate 


DEAR ABBY: My twin sis- 
ter moved to another state 
years ago. We always kept 
in close contact through 
telephone calls. But since 
the invention of caller ID, 
call waiting, 
cellphones, 
texting, etc., 
things have 
changed. 

Examples: 
She’ll cut 
off a con- 
versation to 
answer an- 
other none- 
mergency 
call. She frantically texts 
that she needs to talk right 
now, then doesn’t call and 
won’t answer when I try to 
call her. She doesn’t return 
calls or texts for days. 

When we do talk, she 
complains nonstop, and if I 
try to chime in about what’s 
happening in my life, she 
cuts off the conversation. 
Also, we have a two-hour 
time difference, so when 
she does call, it’s either su- 
per late or the dinner hour. 
If I can’t talk long, she gets 
mad and blocks me for 
days. 

I don’t want to be the et- 
iquette police, but some- 
thing is off. Advice? — Just 
About Had It In Illinois 

DEAR HAD IT: Has your 
twin always been this 
self-centered and rude, or 
is it relatively new behav- 
ior? Do not blame advances 
in technology for it. Accept 
that she may have a low 
level of tolerance for frus- 
tration and little interest in 
what is going on in your 
life. 

If I were you, the next 
time she blocks you, do not 
repeatedly try to reach her. 
Wait until she calls back. If 
you haven’t already taken 
this up with her directly, 
you should, because her 
phone manners are atro- 
cious. 

DEAR ABBY: My husband 
and I are elderly. We live in 
a renovated shack I inher- 
ited from my family. The 
neighborhood is degrad- 
ing, and I’m trying to de- 
cide whether to build a new 
home out in the country on 
property I own. 

If I do, my family, which 
needs a better place to live, 
could live in my current 
house. But Pm worried 
about the physical and 
emotional toll it will take 
on my husband and me to 
improve the wooded prop- 
erty. I also worry about is- 
sues like potential demen- 
tia living nearly 30 miles 
from town in the country. 

No matter how much I 
weigh the pros and cons, 
I can’t reach a decision 
whether to build or not. Be- 
cause of our ages, it’s now 
or never. Can you please 
help me decide? — Stumped 
About The Future 

DEAR STUMPED: Allow 
me to offer a third alter- 
native. You described your 
husband and yourself as 
elderly and expressed con- 
cern about the physical and 
emotional toll building a 
new home far from town 
could cause. It might make 
more sense to consider 
selling your current home 
and/or the rural property 
and using the money to buy 
a place in town in a neigh- 
borhood that isn’t degrad- 
ing and is near medical fa- 
cilities should you and your 
husband need them. At this 
point in your lives, the last 
thing you need is stress and 
isolation. 

DEAR READERS: This is 
my annual reminder to 
all of you who live where 
daylight saving time is ob- 
served: Don’t forget to turn 
your clocks FORWARD 
one hour tonight at bed- 
time. Daylight saving time 
begins at 2 a.m. tomorrow. 
It’s a ritual I love because 
it signals the coming of 
spring, and with it longer, 
brighter days and warmer 
weather. — Abby 

Dear Abby is written by Abi- 
gail Van Buren, also known 
as Jeanne Phillips, and was 
founded by her mother, Pauline 
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069. 


Dear 
Abby 
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SUDOKU 


DIFFICULTY RATING: HAAA 


© 2021 Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS 


PREVIOUS SOLUTION 


How to play: Complete 
the grid so that every 
row, column and 3x3 
box contains every 
digit from 1 to 9. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 


VWINES INES 
Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


It means you 
need to clarify 
or express it 


You need to 
expound on your 
thesis at the 
beginning. 


KNOWING ABOUT 
SYNONYMS MAKES IT EASY 
TO CLARIFY THINGS --- 


Now arrange the circled letters 
©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as 
All Rights Reserved. suggested by the above cartoon. 


SC@SESSTESESS 
NANA KAKA A AA KAKA AA AS 
(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: CAMEO PAUSE STICKY SWAMPY 


Answer: The talkative young fashion designer made her 
own clothing, — “SEW” TO SPEAK 


Get the free JUST JUMBLE app ° Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 


Yesterday's 


THE FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane 


©2021 Bil Keane, inc. 
Dist. by King Features Synd. 
www.familycircus.com 


“PJ doesn’t know how to gargle. 
He SWALLOWED it!” 


BEETLE BAILEY 
ARE WE ALMOST 
THERE? 


AS YOU SEE, MR. B. IS IN 


HIBERNATION MODE, RESTING 


YEAH, A LOT, IT RANGES FROM] [I BET! 
2) LARGE SNORTS TO SAWING 
(COOL! Here's LOSS! 


COMFORTABLY IN HIS NATIVE 
HABITAT 


QUICK! JOHN’S 
STUCK INA 
SAND DUNE! 


rai THERE'S 


A SPIDER IN 
MY THRONE 


DILBERT 


I FIRED ALL OF OUR 
SOFTWARE VENDORS 
AND ERASED MY 
HARD DRIVE AS YOU 
ORDERED. 


CHEESE, CHEESE, 
CHEESE, CHEESE... 


THANKS FOR LETTING 
ME STAY WITH YOU, JOE. 


ARE YOU GOING 
HOME, FRANK? 


PICKLES 


WHATS FOR 
BREAKFAST? 


MOM SAID YOU 
WERE SUPPOSED 
TO BE IN BED 


I HAVE TO GOTO 
THE BATHROOM 


MY QUARTER, 
ELMO! 


www.Blondie.com 


SELFIES OF 


BY NOW. 


HiandLois.com 


SIBoIPUAS soinyeod Buy Aq Pangsi ou] BULIW LEOcO 


T REFUSE TO KILL 
IT, SIRE. IT'S 
PART OF 
NATURE 


T DIDN'T 

ASK YOU 

TO KILL 
[Tae 


REALLY? I WAS 
DISINFECTING MY 
KEYBOARD, AND I 

MUST HAVE SENT YOU 
A RANDOM MESSAGE BY 
ACCIDENT. 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


DILBERT.COM 


3-13-21 2021 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel 


CHEESE, CHEESE, 
CHEESE, CHEESE 


© 2021 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved. 
Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication 


NO THANKS... I'M 


(GOING TO WALK THERE. 


Wabash Plain Dealer 


AND YOU WONDER WHY 
I DON’T WANT KIDS 


by King Features Syndicate. 


WE SENT HER 
US SLEEPING. 


THAT SEEMED ANTI- 
CLIMACTICALLY EASY. 


OKAY, IT'S YOUR JOB 

TO PROTECT US 
FROM BUGS 
ENTERING THE 


KINGDOM 


TIM DAVIS 3-13 


THE TREEHOUSE 
IS ALL YOURS. 


© 2021 Paul Jon, Dist. by Washington Post Writers Group 


YES, PLEASE. | 
WOULD LIKE THAT 
VERY MUC 


' 


‘Train yourself to be godly’ 


From the writings of the Rev. 
Billy Graham 
Q: What does the word 
“apostasy? mean Biblically 
and is it even a relevant word 
in today’s so- 
Billy 


ciety? — B.A. 
Graham 


A: The Bib- 
lical teaching 
My Answer 


about apos- 
tasy means 
a “falling 
away,” as the 
Apostle Paul 
describes to 
the church at 
Thessalonica. 
This “‘condi- 
tion” affected every area of 
life. The word is so strong and 
so emphatic that it suggests a 
complete breakdown of mor- 
als, ethics and spirituality. 
Paul wrote, “That Day [the 
day of the Lord] will not come 
unless the falling away comes 
first’ (2 Thessalonians 2:3). 
Paul used the same word again 
in writing to Timothy saying 
that “in latter times some will 
depart from the faith... speak- 
ing lies in hypocrisy” (1 Tim- 
othy 4:1-2), and in 2 Timothy 


4:3-4 he writes: “For the time 
will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine [teach- 
ing]... and they will turn their 
ears away from the truth, and 
be turned aside to fables [fic- 
tion].” 

What a picture of the world 
today. There are so many 
who say they believe in Jesus 
Christ, but they do not live 
according to His Word. The 
Bible says they have a form of 
godliness but deny its power 
(2 Timothy 3:5). 

This is the importance of ev- 
ery follower of Christ to feed 
on God’s Word. It means to 


saturate the mind and heart 
with God’s truth. It means to 
obey His Word and worship 
Him by how we behave in our 
speech, in our attitude, and in 
our thoughts. The Bible says, 
“Train yourself to be godly” 
(1 Timothy 4:7, NIV). Chris- 
tians are called to a different 
lifestyle by following the 
steps of Jesus. 

Jesus prayed to His Father 
in Heaven on behalf of those 
who belonged to Him and 
asked His Father in Heaven 
to “make them holy by your 
truth [and] teach them your 
word” (John 17:17, NLT). 


CELEBRITY CIPHER 


by Luis 


Campos 


Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present. 
Each letter in the cipher stands for another. 


“WR NOB YAZDV GO 


SM, NOB DLGN LSV 


ASDV IDAY WNGBDR 


WIDB TAWPB YASDV 


IB NOLN AR LC BUMBZN GLKWCX WN 


PLC’N IB VACB.” — 


Previous Solution: “The only difference 


MBNBZ SGNWCAT 


between me and my fellow actors is 


that I’ve spent more time in jail.” — Robert Mitchum 
TODAY'S CLUE: A sjenba y 
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Cory Mitchell, No. 21, leads the celebration. 


Mitchell's golden goal lifts 
MU to thrilling 20T victory 


The Spartans will travel to 
Earlham College on Saturday 


By DILLON BENDER 


The Manchester University 
men’s soccer team earned a 
thrilling 3-2 victory over the 
visiting Defiance College 
Yellow Jackets in double 
overtime at Spartan Stadium 
on Wednesday, March 10. 
The Black and Gold over- 
came a pair of deficits in reg- 
ulation to stun Defiance in 
double OT. 

Visiting Defiance opened 
the scoring in Wednesday’s 
game with a goal from Noah 
Svanberg in the 26th minute. 


DC led 1-0 at the intermis- 
sion. 

The Spartans responded 
early in the second half. Se- 
nior Josh Gonzalez, from 
Portage, played a terrific 
ball into the box that was 
headed in by Cory Mitchell, 
from Maitland, Florida, and 
Winter Park High School. It 
was Mitchell’s first collegiate 
goal. 

The Yellow Jackets went 
ahead once more just five 
minutes later with a goal 
from Jarren Casto. 

Manchester broke through 


late, tying the game once 
more in the 81st minute. 
Jacob Knepper, from India- 
napolis and Mt. Vernon High 
School, provided the equaliz- 
er to tie the match at 2-2. Ju- 
lian Keough, from Indianap- 
olis and Pike High School, 
and Nick Surber, from He- 
bron, picked up assists on 
Knepper’s first career goal. 

Both teams remained grid- 
locked for the remainder of 
regulation and for the first 
overtime period. 

In the second overtime 
period, a shot by Harley 
Kruschwitz, from North 
Manchester and Manchester 
High School, hit the post and 
ricocheted back out to the 
top of the Manchester box. 
Cory Mitchell collected the 


Provided ane 


rebound from the top of the 
box and fired a shot past the 
DC keep, propelling MU to a 
thrilling 3-2 triumph. 

The Black and Gold outshot 
Defiance 17-4 on Wednesday 
night. MU also held a 10-1 
advantage in corner kicks. 

The win gave Manchester 
three crucial points in the 
Heartland Collegiate Athletic 
Conference standings. MU 
improved to 2-1, 2-1 HCAC. 

Defiance (2-1, 2-1 HCAC) 
suffered its first loss of the 
season. 

MU will travel to Earlham 
College on Saturday, March, 
13. Kickoff is scheduled for 
3:30 p.m. 

Dillon Bender is the sports 
information director for Man- 
chester University. 


Manchester’s Rodgers named HCAC 
Special Teams i of the Week 


By DILLON BENDER 


Manchester University 
sophomore Desmond Rodg- 
ers, from Matteson, Illinois, 
and Chicago Christian High 
School, has been named the 
Heartland Collegiate Athletic 
Conference (HCAC) Special 
Teams Player of the Week, the 
league announced on Tues- 
day, March 9. 

Rogers scored his first colle- 
giate touchdown on Saturday 
afternoon in the Spartans’ 
spring opener against Bluffton 
when he returned a kickoff 92 
yards for a touchdown. 


Manchester will play the 
second game of its spring cal- 
endar at home on Saturday, 
March 13, against Franklin 
College. Kickoff is scheduled 
for 1:30 p.m. in Spartan Sta- 
dium. 

Dillon Bender is the sports infor- 
mation director for Manchester 
University. 


Manchester University sopho- 
more Desmond Rodgers, from 
Matteson, Illinois, and Chica- 
go Christian High School, has 
been named the HCAC Special 
Teams Player of the Week. 
Provided photo 


Manchester’s Brandon Christlieb 
named to HCAC All-Tournament Team 


By DILLON BENDER 


Manchester University 
men’s basketball forward 
Brandon Christlieb, from 
Ashley and Prairie Heights 
High School, was named 
to the Heartland Collegiate 
Athletic Conference (HCAC) 
All-Tournament Team late 
Wednesday night following 
the conclusion of the tourna- 
ment championship game be- 
tween Franklin and Transyl- 
vania. Brandon ended his first 
season in a Manchester uni- 
form averaging 12.2 points 
per game on the strength of 
40.8 percent shooting from 
the field and 39.7 percent 
shooting from 3-point terri- 
tory. Christlieb also finished 
89.7 percent at the free-throw 
line this season. 

Christlieb scored 18 points 
in both of Manchester’s two 
HCAC ‘Tournament games 
against Anderson and Frank- 
lin. He also grabbed nine total 
rebounds. 

Joining Christlieb on the 


All-Tournament Team were 
Mark Albers (Hanover), Lu- 
cas Gentry (Transylvania), 
Michael Jefferson (Transyl- 
vania), Ismail Jones (Frank- 


lin) and Matt Krause (MVP 
— Franklin). 

Franklin College won the 
HCAC Tournament title 
this year following a 73-54 


Provided photo 
Manchester University men’s basketball forward Brandon Christlieb, from Ashley and Prairie 
Heights High School, was named the HCAC All-Tournament Team. 


victory at Transylvania on 
Wednesday night. 

Dillon Bender is the sports 
information director for Man- 
chester University. 
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Honorable Mention 
All-HCAC honors 


By DILLON BENDER 


The Heartland Collegiate 
Athletic Conference (HCAC) 
announced its 2021 Men’s 
Basketball All-Conference 
teams and award winners on 
Thursday, March 11. 

Seniors Cortiz Buckner, 
from Lafayette and Lafay- 
ette Jefferson High School, 
and CJ Hampton, from 
Hammond and Griffith High 
School, were both honored 
in this year’s awards listing, 
earning Honorable Mention 
All-HCAC honors. 

Buckner was the Spartans’ 
leading scorer this season, 
averaging 14.4 points per 
game. Buckner also led the 
team in assists at 4.2 per con- 
test. He also added 1.4 steals 
per night and 3.8 rebounds. 
Buckner shot 56 percent (75- 
134) from the field during his 
senior campaign. He scored 
20 or more points three times 
this season. Buckner scored 
in double figures in 12 of the 
14 games this year. 

Hampton ranked second on 
the Manchester roster in scor- 
ing at 12.2 ppg. CJ was MU’s 
top rebounder this season, 
grabbing 6.0 rebound per 
game. Additionally, Hampton 
led the Spartans in steals with 
1.5 steals per game. He also 
added 1.8 assists per night. CJ 
scored crossed the 20-point 
threshold on two different oc- 
casions this season; he scored 
in double figures eight times. 


Provided photo 
Cortiz Buckner is from Lafay- 
ette and Lafayette Jefferson 
High School. 


Provided photo 
CJ Hampton is from Hammond 
and Griffith High School. 


Hampton grabbed seven or 
more rebounds on seven dif- 
ferent occasions. 

Dillon Bender is the sports infor- 
mation director for Manchester 
University. 


HCAC announces 2021 
softball preseason poll 


Spartans to host 
Alma College in a 
Sunday doubleheader 


By DILLON BENDER 


With the 2021 Heartland 
Collegiate Athletic Confer- 
ence softball season sched- 
uled to begin soon, the Tran- 
sylvania University Pioneers 
have been selected to win 
the league, in a vote amongst 
league coaches announced on 
Tuesday, Feb. 23. 

The Pioneers picked up 78 
points in Tuesday’s preseason 
poll. Transy still reigns as the 
most current HCAC Champi- 
on, winning the league title in 
2019. The Pioneers will also 
bring a national ranking into 
the spring, clocking in at #12 
in the first NFCA Top 25 Poll. 

Not far behind, Mount St. 
Joseph University was picked 
to finish second with 75 
points. Anderson (56), Defi- 
ance (45) and Hanover Col- 
lege (45) rounded out the top 


half of Tuesday’s preseason 
poll. 

Manchester was tabbed sev- 
enth in the poll, earning 28 
points. 

Senior Alexis Mokos, from 
Cedar Lake and Hanover 
Central High School, was 
named a “Player to Watch” 
by the league. Mokos has a 
career batting of .355, which 
stands as the 10th best bat- 
ting average in school histo- 
ry. Alexis has 72 hits in her 
MU career and has homered 
five times and driven in 53 
runs. Mokos was a First Team 
All-Heartland Collegiate Ath- 
letic Conference performer in 
2019 after hitting .394 (41- 
104) with 9 doubles, 4 home 
runs, and 30 RBI. 

The Spartans are currently 
scheduled to host Alma Col- 
lege in a doubleheader on 
Sunday, March 14. The first 
pitch is scheduled for 1 p.m. 
Please note that the schedule 
is subject to change. 

Dillon Bender is the sports infor- 
mation director for Manchester 
University. 


Rutgers ousts Indiana from 
Big Ten tournament, 61-50 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) 
— Ron Harper Jr. and Ja- 
cob Young scored 13 points 
each as Rutgers knocked 
tenth-seeded Indiana out of 
the second round of the Big 
Ten Tournament on Thursday, 
61-50. 

Rutgers (15-10) was seed- 
ed seventh into the tourna- 
ment, its highest seed ever, 
and will square off against 
second-seeded, and No. 
3-ranked, Illinois (20-6) in a 
Friday quarterfinal. Rutgers 
beat the Illini 91-88 in their 
only meeting this season. 

The Hoosiers (12-15) led 
by as many as 10 in the first 
half, and Rutgers needed to 
close on a 14-4 pace in order 
to lead at the break, 33-32, on 
Geo Baker’s dunk. 

Trayce Jackson-Davis 
scored 19 points to lead In- 
diana, but six came after 
halftime. He threw down 
consecutive dunks midway 
through the second half, each 


time cutting the Rutgers lead 
to three, and he also blocked 
two shots down the stretch. 
Aljami Durham added nine 
points, two after halftime as 
Indiana’s shooting fell off to 
28 percent after the break (8 
of 29). 

Armaan Franklin lifted In- 
diana to a 48-47 lead with 
just under 10 minutes left, but 
Young scored with a jumper 
to give the Scarlet Knights the 
lead for good and consecutive 
3-pointers from Paul Mulca- 
hy boosted Rutgers ahead 55- 
48 lead by the final TV time- 
out with 3:14 remaining. 

The baskets gave Mulcahy 
10 points, his first double-digit 
scoring since Dec. 29. Myles 
Johnson also scored 10 points 
and grabbed 13 rebounds for 
his eighth double-double. 

The Hoosiers, meanwhile, 
went scoreless for 6:36 as 
Rutgers then cruised to their 
third win over Indiana this 
season. 
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD 


Gospel Light Assembly of God, 347 Southwood Drive. 
Pastor Neil Jeffrey. Sunday School 9:45am (all ages). Morning 
worship service 10:30am. Evening service 6pm. Wednesday midweek 
service 7pm; Kids’ Korral Wednesday 7pm. Youth meeting 7pm (ages 
12-19). 


Sweetwater Assembly of God, 2551 SR 114 E, North 
Manchester. (260) 982-6179. Sunday worship 9am & 10:45am. 
Sunday evening outreach groups & youth ministry 5-7pm. Wednesday 
6:30pm adult/teen bible study, 6:30pm Kidz Zone (K thru 6th grade). 
All worship services streaming online and on our Facebook page. 


BAPTIST 


Emmanuel Free Will Baptist, 129 Southwood Drive. 
Pastor Terry Hinds. (260) 563-3009. Sunday School 9:30am. Sunday 
Worship 10:30am & 6pm; Children’s Church 10:30am. Wednesday 
morning prayer service 11am. Wednesday Prayer meeting 6pm. 
Transportation available. Sunday worship services streaming on our 
Facebook page 


Southside Free Will Baptist, 360 Columbus Street. Pastor 
Tim Webb. Sunday Schoo! 10am. Worship Service 11am. Sunday 
Evening 6pm. Wednesday Evening 6pm. Sunday worship services 
Streaming online 


Wabash Free Will Baptist Church, 1056 Erie Street. 
Wednesday evening prayer meeting 6pm. Sunday School 10am, 
Church 11am; evening service 6pm. 


CATHOLIC 


St. Bernard Catholic Church, corner of Cass & 
Sinclair. Father Levi Nkwocha. Masses will resume, with safety 
restrictions, beginning May 23-24, 2020. Everyone attending Mass 
must wear a face mask. Masses: Saturday 5:30 p.m. and Sunday 9:30 
a.m.; Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 5:30 p.m. and Tuesday and 
Thursday at 8:15 a.m. 


St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, Main Street in Lagro, 
Welcomes You Back! New Service Time 11:00 AM Sunday, October 
4, Sunday November 1 and Sunday December 6. In keeping with 
COVID-19 State Rules, please wear a mask and socially distance. Let 
Us Worship Together. 


CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


Christian Heritage Church, 2776 River Road. 
(260) 569-7710. Pastor Tim Prater. Sunday 8:30am. Radio Ministry 
95.9 WKUZ. Sunday School 9:30am. Morning Service 10:30am. 
Sunday evening 6pm. Wednesday evening 6pm. Online services on 
Sunday at 10:30 am and Wednesday 6:00 pm 
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LaFontaine Christian Church, 202 Bruner Pike, LaFontaine. 
Minister Brad Wright. (765) 981-2101. Worship 9am & 10:30am, 
Nursery & Jr. Church available. Online Services available on our website 


CHURCH OF CHRIST 


Church of Christ, Wabash (corner of N Wabash Street and 
US 24). Evangelist Josh Fennell (260) 563-8234. Sunday School 
9am. Morning Worship 10am. Evening Worship 6:30pm. Wednesday 
Service 7pm. Wednesday Kid's Jam 7pm. 


CHURCH OF GOD 


First Church of God, 525 N. Miami Street. Pastor Robert 
Rensberger. (260) 563-5346. Sunday School at 9:15am, for all 
ages. Continental breakfast at 10am. Sunday Morning Worship is 
at 10:30am. Nursery care is available during worship service. Stair 
lift available. 


CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 


Wabash Church of the Brethren, 645 Bond Street 
(off Falls Avenue). Pastor Doug Veal. (260) 563-5291. Wherever you 
are on life's journey, come join us as we continue the work of Jesus... 
Peacefully, Simply, Together. Sunday School 9:30am. Worship 
10:30am. Children’s church and nursery available during worship. 
Online Service through website or conference call. 


DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


Wabash Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
110 W. Hill St., Wabash; Stephen Eberhard, Guest Preacher: phone: 
260-563-4179: website: www.wabashchristian.org. Worship Service 
9:30 a.m.; Sunday School 10:45 a.m. Nursery provided. Find us on 
YouTube and Facebook. 


FRIENDS CHURCH 


Wabash Friends Church, 3563 $ State Rd 13. (260) 
563-8452. Lead Pastor, Brandon Eaton. Join us for in-person 
worship at 8:30AM or 10:45AM, or via live-stream on Facebook at 
10:45AM. Children’s programming available infants - 6th grade. 
Sunday school for all ages at 9:45AM. Youth (7th-12th) Sunday 
evenings at 6:30PM. 
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INDEPENDENT CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


Bachelor Creek Church of Christ, 4 miles north of 
Wabash on St. Rd. 15; phone 260-563-4109: website: bachelorcreek. 
com; Worship Minister - Michael Eaton, Student Minister - David 
Diener, Children’s Minister - Tyler Leland, Middle School & Small 
Groups Minister - Nate Plyler, Next Steps & Outreach Minister - Ryan 
Keim, Women’s Director- Taylor McFarland, Early Childhood Director 
- Janet Legesse. Worship 9:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 


LUTHERAN 


Living Faith Lutheran Church (NALC), 242 S. 
Huntington St., Wabash, IN. Worship begins each Sunday morning 
at 10:10 a.m. with Bible study classes for all ages at 9:00 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome to join us for worship. Worship Services 
live streamed on our website. www.LivingFaithWabash.org 


Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA), 1500 S Wabash Street. 
Pastor Dr. Kent Young. (260) 563-6626. We worship our Lord each 
Sunday at 9:30am with Gospel-based message and Holy Communion. 
There is a time of fellowship and refreshments immediately following 
the service. We are handicap accessible and everyone is welcome at 
Trinity! tewabash@gmail.com. 


UNITED METHODIST 


North Manchester United Methodist Church, 
306 E Second Street, North Manchester. Pastor Steve Bahrt. (260) 
982-7537. Worship Service 8:15am & 10:30am. Coffee Fellowship 
9am. Sunday School 9:30am. 


Richvalley United Methodist Church, 290 N 
Jefferson. (260) 563-1033. Pastor Jack Suits. Worship service begins 
at 9:30am. Nursery available. Sunday Schoo! begins at 10:45am for 
all age. 


Roann United Methodist Church, Corner of Adams 
and Arnold Street, Roann. Pastor Wayne Balmer. (765) 833-2931. 
Worship Celebration 9am. Sunday School 10:15am. 
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Lie can get a little wild and crazy, with responsibilities coming 
at us from all directions. Wouldn't it be nice to find a refuge? A 
safe place we can share with our close ones? We can trust our 
faith in God to protect us. “The Lord is good, a refuge in times of 


trouble. He cares for those who trust in him....” 


(Nahum 1.14) Find 


tranquility from the world’s troubles at your house of worship this 


week. Go and give thanks to God! 


Daily Scripture Readings 


Lam. Lam. Lam. Lam. Luke 
1:1-22 3:1-33 3:34-66 5:1-22 11:1-13 


Luke 
18:1-14 


Scriptures Selected by the American Bible Society X Daily Devotional at DailyBible.AmericanBible.org 
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Luke 
19:28-48 
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